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Persuasive writing is tough for kids to get used to, especially if they’re not argumentative by nature. A few tools and shortcuts can help your child learn how to write well enough to convince someone (even you!) to change his mind about an issue that really matters to him or her.

Persuasive Strategies and Devices
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There are common persuasion techniques sometimes referred to as persuasive devices that can be used to back up an argument in writing . Knowing the names of the strategies and how they work can make it easier to remember them when it’s time to write. The five common persuasive strategies are:
	Pathos: Pathos involves using emotional language that is designed to draw the reader in and make them feel for you. For example: "If my allowance isn’t increased, I won’t be able to go out with my friends and do everything they do."
	Big Names: The big names strategy involves using the names of experts or well-known people who support your position. For example: "Dad agrees that increasing my allowance will..."
	Research and Logos: These strategies involve using studies, data, charts , illustrations, and logic to back up her position and points. For example: "As you can see in the pie chart, at my age the average child’s allowance is..."
	Ethos: The ethos strategy of persuasion involves using language that shows that the writer is trustworthy and believable. For example: "As you may recall, I’ve always been willing to put ten percent of my allowance in my bank account, thus..."
	Kairos: This type of argument creates a sense of urgency about how this is the right moment to act. For example: "If I don’t get an increase in my allowance today, I will miss out on the chance to..."

Phrases and Words to Use in Persuasive Writing
Camille Tokerud / Getty Images
Once your child has figured out the techniques she can use in her persuasive writing, she will need to find some words and phrases that help her to be convincing. Using phrases like "I think" or "It seems that" don’t convey a sense of confidence in her position. Instead, she needs to use word combinations that show how much she believes in what she is writing.
	Phrases to Illustrate a Point: For instance, for example, specifically, in particular, namely, such as, like
	Phrases to Introduce an Example:  For example, thus, as an example, in the instance of, in other words, to illustrate
	Phrases to Make Suggestions:  To this end, keeping this in mind, for this purpose, therefore
	Phrases to Transition Between Information: Also, furthermore, additionally, besides that, equally as important, similarly, likewise, as a result, otherwise, however
	Phrases to Contrast Points: On the other hand, nevertheless, despite, in spite of, yet, conversely, instead, by the same token
	Phrases for Conclusions and Summarizing: With this in mind, as a result of, because of this, for this reason, so, due to, since, finally, in short, in conclusion

Other Handy Phrases for Persuasive Writing
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Some phrases don’t easily fit into a category and are just good for general use in persuasive writing. Here are a few to remember:
	I am certain. . .
	I’m sure that you can see that . . .
	What needs to be done/what we need to do. . .
	I ask you to think about . . .
	I am writing in order to . . .
	Nevertheless . . .
	On the other hand . . .
	It has come to my attention that . . .
	If you move forward with . . .
	Obviously. . .
	Surely . . .
	Regardless . . .
	If [ ] were to happen, then . . .
	This can be fixed by . . .
	Although it may seem...
	Convince Me: A Persuasive Writing Activity
	Ethos, Logos, Pathos for Persuasion
	How to Write a Persuasive Essay
	Writing Prompt (Composition)
	Use Social Media to Teach Ethos, Pathos and Logos
	Persuasive Writing: For and Against
	Tips on How to Write an Argumentative Essay
	How to Write and Structure a Persuasive Speech
	Persuasion and Rhetorical Definition
	AP English Exam: 101 Key Terms
	Artistic Proofs: Definitions and Examples
	What Is Phronesis?
	Definition and Examples of Ethos in Classical Rhetoric
	Argument (Rhetoric and Composition)
	Preparing an Argument Essay: Exploring Both Sides of an Issue
	What Is Expository Writing?

Writing Studio
Common transition words and phrases.
In an effort to make our handouts more accessible, we have begun converting our PDF handouts to web pages. Download this page as a PDF: Transitions Return to Writing Studio Handouts
Transitions clarify the logic of your argument by orienting your reader as you develop ideas between sentences and paragraphs. These tools should alert readers to shifts in your argument while and also maintain the smoothness and clarity of your prose. Below, you’ll find some of the most commonly used transition categories and examples of each. Depending on the example, these suggestions may be within sentences or at the beginning of sentences.
Transitions by Category
1. addition.
Use when presenting multiple ideas that flow in the same direction, under the same heading/ idea also, another, finally, first, first of all, for one thing, furthermore, in addition, last of all, likewise, moreover, next, and, second, the third reason
2. Sequence/ Order
Use to suggest a temporal relationship between ideas; places evidence in sequence first, second (etc.), next, last, finally, first of all, concurrently, immediately, prior to, then, at that time, at this point, previously, subsequently, and then, at this time, thereafter, previously, soon, before, after, followed by, after that, next, before, after, meanwhile, formerly, finally, during
3. Contrast
Use to demonstrate differences between ideas or change in argument direction but, however, in contrast, on the other hand, on the contrary, yet, differ, difference, balanced against, differing from, variation, still, on the contrary, unlike, conversely, otherwise, on the other hand, however
4. Exception
Use to introduce an opposing idea however, whereas, on the other hand, while, instead, in spite of, yet, despite, still, nevertheless, even though, in contrast, but, but one could also say…
5. Comparison
Use to demonstrate similarities between ideas that may not be under the same subject heading or within the same paragraph like, likewise, just, in a different way / sense, whereas, like, equally, in like manner, by comparison, similar to, in the same way, alike, similarity, similarly, just as, as in a similar fashion, conversely
6. Illustration
Use to develop or clarify an idea, to introduce examples, or to show that the second idea is subordinate to the first for example, to illustrate, on this occasion, this can be seen, in this case, specifically, once, to illustrate, when/where, for instance, such as, to demonstrate, take the case of, in this case
7. Location
Use to show spatial relations next to, above, below, beneath, left, right, behind, in front, on top, within
8. Cause and Effect
Use to show that one idea causes, or results from, the idea that follows or precedes it because, therefore, so that, cause, reason, effect, thus, consequently, since, as a result, if…then, result in

9. Emphasis
Use to suggest that an idea is particularly important to your argument important to note, most of all, a significant factor, a primary concern, a key feature, remember that, pay particular attention to, a central issue, the most substantial issue, the main value, a major event, the chief factor, a distinctive quality, especially valuable, the chief outcome, a vital force, especially relevant, most noteworthy, the principal item, above all, should be noted
10. Summary or Conclusion
Use to signal that what follows is summarizing or concluding the previous ideas; in humanities papers, use these phrases sparingly. to summarize, in short, in brief, in sum, in summary, to sum up, in conclusion, to conclude, finally
Some material adapted from Cal Poly Pomona College Reading Skills Program and “ Power Tools for Technical Communication .” 
Writing Effective Sentence Transitions (Advanced)
Transitions are the rhetorical tools that clarify the logic of your argument by orienting your reader as you develop ideas between sentences and paragraphs. The ability to integrate sentence transitions into your prose, rather than simply throwing in overt transition signals like “in addition,” indicates your mastery of the material. (Note: The visibility of transitions may vary by discipline; consult with your professor to get a better sense of discipline or assignment specific expectations.)
Transition Signals
Transition signals are words or phrases that indicate the logic connecting sets of information or ideas. Signals like therefore, on the other hand, for example, because, then, and afterwards can be good transition tools at the sentence and paragraph level. When using these signals, be conscious of the real meaning of these terms; they should reflect the actual relationship between ideas.
Review Words
Review words are transition tools that link groups of sentences or whole paragraphs. They condense preceding discussion into a brief word or phrase. For example: You’ve just completed a detailed discussion about the greenhouse effect. To transition to the next topic, you could use review words like “this heat-trapping process” to refer back to the green house effect discussion. The relative ability to determine a cogent set of review words might signal your own understanding of your work; think of review words as super-short summaries of key ideas.
Preview words
Preview words condense an upcoming discussion into a brief word or phrase. For example: You’ve just explained how heat is trapped in the earth’s atmosphere. Transitioning to the theory that humans are adding to that effect, you could use preview words like “sources of additional CO2 in the atmosphere include” to point forward to that discussion.
The 108 Most Persuasive Words In The English Language
Home » Blog » The 108 Most Persuasive Words In The English Language

THE 108 MOST PERSUASIVE WORDS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
It’s a long known fact that the secret to persuasive writing isn’t in the adjectives, it’s in the verbs.
Copywriters know power verbs sell and convince.
Internally, we have a list of 108 verbs that we’ve been using for a good decade, and we recently thought we should share it with proper credit to the original author.
We found that although the list is being recirculated (and in many cases claimed as original by several different authors!), the original author is, in fact, nowhere to be found.
So, if anyone knows who wrote this, we’d love to know!
With or without the original author, it’s still a great list…here it is!

According to legendary advertising man, Leo Burnet, “Dull and exaggerated ad copy is due to the excess use of adjectives.”
To prove it, he asked his staff to compare the number of adjectives in 62 ads that failed to the number of adjectives in Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, and other age-old classics.
Here’s what he discovered:
Of the 12,758 words in the 62 failed ads, 24.1% were adjectives.
By direct comparison, Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address contains only 35 adjectives out of 268 immortal words – only 13.1% adjective-to-total-word ratio.
Winston Churchill’s famous “Blood, Sweat and Tears” speech rates even lower and has a 12.1% adjective ratio (81 adjectives from 667 words).
Burnett found that similar ratios applied to great works such as The Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution. Conclusion: Use more verbs, not adjectives.
Verbs increase the pulling-power and believability of ad copy.
That’s why it makes sense to keep this 108-VERB “CHEAT-SHEET” close-by whenever you begin to draft your next space ad, sales letter, Website, or email campaign.

Still unsure how to incorporate these verbs into your marketing campaign? Or, perhaps, you just don’t have the time?
Then consider hiring a team of professional copywriters to do it for you! Talented advertising and marketing writers can take mediocre content and use power verbs to turn it into engaging copy that meets goals and produces results.
Related Content

3 thoughts on “ The 108 Most Persuasive Words In The English Language ”
It is remarkable, very amusing piece
Hi there, love your website. I am a teacher and my kids love using your amazing verbs you have provided us with in their writing. Email me and I could send you some drafts of their writing – you’ll be blown away!
Catch up soon 🙂
Thanks, Hope Brown
Hi Hope! We are so happy to hear that our blog has helped you and your students. We would love to see some of their writing!
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	PDF Persuasive Writing: Signal Words TRANSITIONALPHRASES! INTRODUCTORY
TRANSITIONAL PHRASES. INTRODUCTORY PHRASES. In my opinion. There is no doubt that. I question whether. I believe. From my point of view. I (dis) agree with. It is my belief that.




	PDF Persuasive Words and Phrases
Surely... Of course... Local people feel that... This will mean that... Another thing... Just think about... How could you (we) possibly... What would happen if... Do you want to be part of... Try to use some of these words and phrases in your writing. Remember to write in a forceful manner. You want people to agree with you!




	PDF PERSUASIVE WRITING1
3 Id. 4 This handout focuses on persuasive writing generally. Additional Writing Center handouts discuss persuasive writing in specific legal documents. All handouts are available at https://www.law.georgetown.edu/academics/academic-resources/the-writing-center/guides-and-handouts/




	PDF transitional words and phrases
These transitional words (like finally) have the function of limiting, restricting, and defining time. They can be used either alone or as part of adverbial expressions. at the present time. from time to time. from time to time. sooner or later. at the same time. at the same time.




	PDF Persuasive Writing Word Mat
enthusiastic, exuberant, fantastic, bewildered, bored, defiant, disturbed, disgusted, embarrassed, envious, frightened, lonely Emotive Language: Use language to make the reader feel a certain way or remind them of a memory. Powerful Adjectives People: adventurous, beautiful, clumsy, confident, glamorous, intimidating, talented, skilled, important




	PDF Transition, Persuasive, and Descriptive Words
PERSUASIVE WORDS Recall: Persuasive Essays will ask you to PERSUADE or CONVINCE your audience to believe in you, in your side of the argument. Reread this familiar Persuasive Prompt: Some experts believe that television has a negative impact on society. Think about the television and how it affects you. Now write to convince the reader to




	PDF Persuasive and Emotive Language
Commands: Write, Do, Take action, Stop, Discover High modality: must not, have to, should not, never Accurate Advantage Always Announcing Bargain Beseech Best Certain Certainly Confident Convenient Definitely Delighted Easy Ecstatic Effective Emphasise Entreat Extremely Expect Freedom Good Guaranteed Health Highly effective/ likely Implore




	PDF The Writing Centre's Guide to Persuasive Writing
1. Bring readers to your point of view 2. Convince readers that your message and arguments are valid To produce strong persuasive writing, writers must know who their audience is and argue with this in mind What opinions do your readers currently hold? To what degree do your readers agree or disagree with your point of view? Persuasively Tip #1




	How to Use Persuasive Words, Phrases, and Arguments
Phrases and Words to Use in Persuasive Writing Camille Tokerud / Getty Images Once your child has figured out the techniques she can use in her persuasive writing, she will need to find some words and phrases that help her to be convincing. Using phrases like "I think" or "It seems that" don't convey a sense of confidence in her position.




	Persuasive Words & Phrases in Writing
Persuasive language encompasses a variety of words and phrases. Some examples include introductory phrases like "for example" and "in other words," descriptive words like "trustworthy" and ...




	PDF PERSUASIVE LANGUAGE
a word are the ideas or feelings associated with a particular word. Writers think carefully about the words and phrases they use. They consider the connotations—whether positive, negative or neutral—of words and how these might be used to persuade. e.g. An example of connotations are all the synonyms for thin.




	PDF Transitional Words and Phrases
writing. A good way to tell if you might need to add a transitional word of phrase is to read your work aloud. If an idea seems disjointed or if a shift in a description or idea is confusing, you might want to add a transitional word or phrase. Think about what the relationship is between disconnected sentences.




	PDF PERSUASIVE LANGUAGE
Alliteration is the use of words beginning with the same letter or sound. Alliteration is often used in advertising because it helps to create memorable phrases. In persuasive writing, alliteration is used to create emphasis. • ANALOGY An analogy is a comparison between two things to illustrate a point. For example, a writer might




	Persuasive Writing Strategies and Tips, with Examples
Write with Grammarly What is persuasive writing? Unlike other forms of writing meant to share information or entertain, persuasive writing is specifically written to persuade, which is to say it convinces the reader to agree with a certain point of view.




	Common Transition Words and Phrases
Common Transition Words and Phrases. In an effort to make our handouts more accessible, we have begun converting our PDF handouts to web pages. Download this page as a PDF: Transitions. Return to Writing Studio Handouts. Transitions clarify the logic of your argument by orienting your reader as you develop ideas between sentences and paragraphs.




	PDF A Guide To Persuasive Writing
integrate information from published sources into your own writing. You can use sources in two ways - paraphrasing and using a direct quote. How to paraphrase a source (put into your own words) 1. When reading a passage, try first to understand it as a whole, rather than pausing to write down specific ideas or phrases. 2. Be selective.




	PDF English
write down the matching examples from TALE 1. 2- After the example from TA LE 1. See if you can create your own example as well and put this underneath, make sure you create an example for each term. 3- Read the article above. Give a paragraph which explains the impact of persuasive language, use the following words in your work.




	PDF Persuasive Words and Phrases
Title: Persuasive Words and Phrases Author: Mark and Helen Warner Subject: Teaching Packs (www.teachingpacks.co.uk) Created Date: 20161220112815Z




	Persuasive Writing : How to harness the power of words
Developed from powerful techniques consistently proven in the world of multi-million pound commercial bid writing, Persuasive Writing reveals the most efficient and effective ways to make your words work, time after time. Discover how to: Transform any document into something truly compelling and persuasive Understand what your reader really wants to hear and use this to get what you want ...




	Persuasive Writing
Persuasive writing is a form of writing where the writer attempts to convince or persuade the audience to adopt a particular point of view or take a specific action by presenting logical reasoning, supporting evidence, and compelling arguments.




	The 108 Most Persuasive Words In The English Language
Here are 108 persuasive words in the english language which you should know before you start writing. Read Now!




	FREE!
Free Download FREE! - Persuasive Phrases Word Mat Writing Non-Fiction Persuasive Writing Persuasive Phrases in KS3 English Writing to persuade is a key component of KS3 and GCSE English, and every student should have a bank of persuasive phrases to draw from when the time arises.




	Persuasive Phrases Word Mat
Persuasive Phrases in KS3 English. Equip pupils with an array of phrases and sentence starters that they can recognize and use when analyzing or writing persuasive texts. 10 Phrases to Use in Persuasive Writing. If you have writer's block, you can try some of these great phrases to use for persuasive writing: It is imperative that…




	Eight Strategies to Improve Your Legal Writing
For persuasive writing, consider the order of your arguments. Ask yourself what will make the biggest impact. Most of the time, use your strongest argument first. ... Use connecting or transitioning words and phrases liberally, between both paragraphs and sentences: To express similarity: similarly, analogously, as, accordingly, likewise.
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