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Free Business Plan Template

The essential document for starting a business -- custom built for your needs.
Thank you for downloading the offer.
I believe that reading sample business plans is essential when writing your own.

hbspt.cta._relativeUrls=true;hbspt.cta.load(53, 'e9d2eacb-6b01-423a-bf7a-19d42ba77eaa', {"useNewLoader":"true","region":"na1"});
As you explore business plan examples from real companies and brands, it’s easier for you to learn how to write a good one.
But what does a good business plan look like? And how do you write one that’s both viable and convincing. I’ll walk you through the ideal business plan format along with some examples to help you get started.
Table of Contents
Business Plan Format
Business plan types, sample business plan templates, top business plan examples.
Ask any successful sports coach how they win so many games, and they’ll tell you they have a unique plan for every single game. To me, the same logic applies to business.
If you want to build a thriving company that can pull ahead of the competition, you need to prepare for battle before breaking into a market.
Business plans guide you along the rocky journey of growing a company. And if your business plan is compelling enough, it can also convince investors to give you funding.
With so much at stake, I’m sure you’re wondering where to begin.

	Outline your idea.
	Pitch to investors.
	Secure funding.
	Get to work!

You're all set!
Click this link to access this resource at any time.
Fill out the form to get your free template.
First, you’ll want to nail down your formatting. Most business plans include the following sections.
1. Executive Summary
I’d say the executive summary is the most important section of the entire business plan. 
Why? Essentially, it's the overview or introduction, written in a way to grab readers' attention and guide them through the rest of the business plan. This is important, because a business plan can be dozens or hundreds of pages long.
There are two main elements I’d recommend including in your executive summary:
Company Description
This is the perfect space to highlight your company’s mission statement and goals, a brief overview of your history and leadership, and your top accomplishments as a business.
Tell potential investors who you are and why what you do matters. Naturally, they’re going to want to know who they’re getting into business with up front, and this is a great opportunity to showcase your impact.
Need some extra help firming up those business goals? Check out HubSpot Academy’s free course to help you set goals that matter — I’d highly recommend it
Products and Services
To piggyback off of the company description, be sure to incorporate an overview of your offerings. This doesn’t have to be extensive — just another chance to introduce your industry and overall purpose as a business.
In addition to the items above, I recommend including some information about your financial projections and competitive advantage here too.:
Keep in mind you'll cover many of these topics in more detail later on in the business plan. So, keep the executive summary clear and brief, and only include the most important takeaways.
Executive Summary Business Plan Examples
This example was created with HubSpot’s business plan template:

This executive summary is so good to me because it tells potential investors a short story while still covering all of the most important details.

Image Source
Tips for Writing Your Executive Summary
	Start with a strong introduction of your company, showcase your mission and impact, and outline the products and services you provide.
	Clearly define a problem, and explain how your product solves that problem, and show why the market needs your business.
	Be sure to highlight your value proposition, market opportunity, and growth potential.
	Keep it concise and support ideas with data.
	Customize your summary to your audience. For example, emphasize finances and return on investment for venture capitalists.

Check out our tips for writing an effective executive summary for more guidance.
2. Market Opportunity
This is where you'll detail the opportunity in the market.
The main question I’d ask myself here is this: Where is the gap in the current industry, and how will my product fill that gap?
More specifically, here’s what I’d include in this section:
	The size of the market
	Current or potential market share
	Trends in the industry and consumer behavior
	Where the gap is
	What caused the gap
	How you intend to fill it

To get a thorough understanding of the market opportunity, you'll want to conduct a TAM, SAM, and SOM analysis and perform market research on your industry.
You may also benefit from creating a SWOT analysis to get some of the insights for this section.
Market Opportunity Business Plan Example
I like this example because it uses critical data to underline the size of the potential market and what part of that market this service hopes to capture.

Tips for Writing Your Market Opportunity Section
	Focus on demand and potential for growth.
	Use market research, surveys, and industry trend data to support your market forecast and projections.
	Add a review of regulation shifts, tech advances, and consumer behavior changes.
	Refer to reliable sources.
	Showcase how your business can make the most of this opportunity.

3. Competitive Landscape
Since we’re already speaking of market share, you'll also need to create a section that shares details on who the top competitors are.
After all, your customers likely have more than one brand to choose from, and you'll want to understand exactly why they might choose one over another.
My favorite part of performing a competitive analysis is that it can help you uncover:
	Industry trends that other brands may not be utilizing
	Strengths in your competition that may be obstacles to handle
	Weaknesses in your competition that may help you develop selling points
	The unique proposition you bring to the market that may resonate with customers

Competitive Landscape Business Plan Example
I like how the competitive landscape section of this business plan below shows a clear outline of who the top competitors are.

It also highlights specific industry knowledge and the importance of location, which shows useful experience in this specific industry. 
This can help build trust in your ability to execute your business plan.
Tips for Writing Your Competitive Landscape
	Complete in-depth research, then emphasize your most important findings.
	Compare your unique selling proposition (USP) to your direct and indirect competitors.
	Show a clear and realistic plan for product and brand differentiation.
	Look for specific advantages and barriers in the competitive landscape. Then, highlight how that information could impact your business.
	Outline growth opportunities from a competitive perspective.
	Add customer feedback and insights to support your competitive analysis.

4. Target Audience
Use this section to describe who your customer segments are in detail. What is the demographic and psychographic information of your audience?
If your immediate answer is "everyone," you'll need to dig deeper. Here are some questions I’d ask myself here:
	What demographics will most likely need/buy your product or service?
	What are the psychographics of this audience? (Desires, triggering events, etc.)
	Why are your offerings valuable to them?

I’d also recommend building a buyer persona to get in the mindset of your ideal customers and be clear on why you're targeting them.
Target Audience Business Plan Example
I like the example below because it uses in-depth research to draw conclusions about audience priorities. It also analyzes how to create the right content for this audience.

Tips for Writing Your Target Audience Section
	Include details on the size and growth potential of your target audience.
	Figure out and refine the pain points for your target audience , then show why your product is a useful solution.
	Describe your targeted customer acquisition strategy in detail.
	Share anticipated challenges your business may face in acquiring customers and how you plan to address them.
	Add case studies, testimonials, and other data to support your target audience ideas.
	Remember to consider niche audiences and segments of your target audience in your business plan.

5. Marketing Strategy
Here, you'll discuss how you'll acquire new customers with your marketing strategy. I’d suggest including information:
	Your brand positioning vision and how you'll cultivate it
	The goal targets you aim to achieve
	The metrics you'll use to measure success
	The channels and distribution tactics you'll use

I think it’s helpful to have a marketing plan built out in advance to make this part of your business plan easier.
Marketing Strategy Business Plan Example
This business plan example includes the marketing strategy for the town of Gawler.
In my opinion, it really works because it offers a comprehensive picture of how they plan to use digital marketing to promote the community.

Tips for Writing Your Marketing Strategy
	Include a section about how you believe your brand vision will appeal to customers.
	Add the budget and resources you'll need to put your plan in place.
	Outline strategies for specific marketing segments.
	Connect strategies to earlier sections like target audience and competitive analysis.
	Review how your marketing strategy will scale with the growth of your business.
	Cover a range of channels and tactics to highlight your ability to adapt your plan in the face of change.

6. Key Features and Benefits
At some point in your business plan, you'll need to review the key features and benefits of your products and/or services.
Laying these out can give readers an idea of how you're positioning yourself in the market and the messaging you're likely to use. It can even help them gain better insight into your business model.
Key Features and Benefits Business Plan Example
In my opinion, the example below does a great job outlining products and services for this business, along with why these qualities will attract the audience.

Tips for Writing Your Key Features and Benefits
	Emphasize why and how your product or service offers value to customers.
	Use metrics and testimonials to support the ideas in this section.
	Talk about how your products and services have the potential to scale.
	Think about including a product roadmap.
	Focus on customer needs, and how the features and benefits you are sharing meet those needs.
	Offer proof of concept for your ideas, like case studies or pilot program feedback.
	Proofread this section carefully, and remove any jargon or complex language.

7. Pricing and Revenue
This is where you'll discuss your cost structure and various revenue streams. Your pricing strategy must be solid enough to turn a profit while staying competitive in the industry. 
For this reason, here’s what I’d might outline in this section:
	The specific pricing breakdowns per product or service
	Why your pricing is higher or lower than your competition's
	(If higher) Why customers would be willing to pay more
	(If lower) How you're able to offer your products or services at a lower cost
	When you expect to break even, what margins do you expect, etc?

Pricing and Revenue Business Plan Example
I like how this business plan example begins with an overview of the business revenue model, then shows proposed pricing for key products.

Tips for Writing Your Pricing and Revenue Section
	Get specific about your pricing strategy. Specifically, how you connect that strategy to customer needs and product value.
	If you are asking a premium price, share unique features or innovations that justify that price point.
	Show how you plan to communicate pricing to customers.
	Create an overview of every revenue stream for your business and how each stream adds to your business model as a whole.
	Share plans to develop new revenue streams in the future.
	Show how and whether pricing will vary by customer segment and how pricing aligns with marketing strategies.
	Restate your value proposition and explain how it aligns with your revenue model.

8. Financials
To me, this section is particularly informative for investors and leadership teams to figure out funding strategies, investment opportunities, and more.
 According to Forbes , you'll want to include three main things:
	Profit/Loss Statement - This answers the question of whether your business is currently profitable.
	Cash Flow Statement - This details exactly how much cash is incoming and outgoing to give insight into how much cash a business has on hand.
	Balance Sheet - This outlines assets, liabilities, and equity, which gives insight into how much a business is worth.

While some business plans might include more or less information, these are the key details I’d include in this section.
Financials Business Plan Example
This balance sheet is a great example of level of detail you’ll need to include in the financials section of your business plan.

Tips for Writing Your Financials Section
	Growth potential is important in this section too. Using your data, create a forecast of financial performance in the next three to five years.
	Include any data that supports your projections to assure investors of the credibility of your proposal.
	Add a break-even analysis to show that your business plan is financially practical. This information can also help you pivot quickly as your business grows.
	Consider adding a section that reviews potential risks and how sensitive your plan is to changes in the market.
	Triple-check all financial information in your plan for accuracy.
	Show how any proposed funding needs align with your plans for growth.

As you create your business plan, keep in mind that each of these sections will be formatted differently. Some may be in paragraph format, while others could be charts or graphs.
The formats above apply to most types of business plans. That said, the format and structure of your plan will vary by your goals for that plan. 
So, I’ve added a quick review of different business plan types. For a more detailed overview, check out this post .
1. Startups
Startup business plans are for proposing new business ideas.
If you’re planning to start a small business, preparing a business plan is crucial. The plan should include all the major factors of your business.
You can check out this guide for more detailed business plan inspiration .
2. Feasibility Studies
Feasibility business plans focus on that business's product or service. Feasibility plans are sometimes added to startup business plans. They can also be a new business plan for an already thriving organization.
3. Internal Use
You can use internal business plans to share goals, strategies, or performance updates with stakeholders. In my opinion, internal business plans are useful for alignment and building support for ambitious goals.
4. Strategic Initiatives
Another business plan that's often for sharing internally is a strategic business plan. This plan covers long-term business objectives that might not have been included in the startup business plan.
5. Business Acquisition or Repositioning
When a business is moving forward with an acquisition or repositioning, it may need extra structure and support. These types of business plans expand on a company's acquisition or repositioning strategy.
Growth sometimes just happens as a business continues operations. But more often, a business needs to create a structure with specific targets to meet set goals for expansion. This business plan type can help a business focus on short-term growth goals and align resources with those goals.
Now that you know what's included and how to format a business plan, let's review some of my favorite templates.
1. HubSpot's One-Page Business Plan
Download a free, editable one-page business plan template..
The business plan linked above was created here at HubSpot and is perfect for businesses of any size — no matter how many strategies we still have to develop.
Fields such as Company Description, Required Funding, and Implementation Timeline give this one-page business plan a framework for how to build your brand and what tasks to keep track of as you grow.
Then, as the business matures, you can expand on your original business plan with a new iteration of the above document.
Why I Like It
This one-page business plan is a fantastic choice for the new business owner who doesn’t have the time or resources to draft a full-blown business plan. It includes all the essential sections in an accessible, bullet-point-friendly format. That way, you can get the broad strokes down before honing in on the details.
2. HubSpot's Downloadable Business Plan Template

We also created a business plan template for entrepreneurs.
The template is designed as a guide and checklist for starting your own business. You’ll learn what to include in each section of your business plan and how to do it.
There’s also a list for you to check off when you finish each section of your business plan.
Strong game plans help coaches win games and help businesses rocket to the top of their industries. So if you dedicate the time and effort required to write a workable and convincing business plan, you’ll boost your chances of success and even dominance in your market.
This business plan kit is essential for the budding entrepreneur who needs a more extensive document to share with investors and other stakeholders.
It not only includes sections for your executive summary, product line, market analysis, marketing plan, and sales plan, but it also offers hands-on guidance for filling out those sections.
3. LiveFlow’s Financial Planning Template with built-in automation

This free template from LiveFlow aims to make it easy for businesses to create a financial plan and track their progress on a monthly basis.
The P&L Budget versus Actual format allows users to track their revenue, cost of sales, operating expenses, operating profit margin, net profit, and more.
The summary dashboard aggregates all of the data put into the financial plan sheet and will automatically update when changes are made.
Instead of wasting hours manually importing your data to your spreadsheet, LiveFlow can also help you to automatically connect your accounting and banking data directly to your spreadsheet, so your numbers are always up-to-date.
With the dashboard, you can view your runway, cash balance, burn rate, gross margins, and other metrics. Having a simple way to track everything in one place will make it easier to complete the financials section of your business plan.
This is a fantastic template to track performance and alignment internally and to create a dependable process for documenting financial information across the business. It’s highly versatile and beginner-friendly.
It’s especially useful if you don’t have an accountant on the team. (I always recommend you do, but for new businesses, having one might not be possible.)
4. ThoughtCo’s Sample Business Plan

One of the more financially oriented sample business plans in this list, BPlan’s free business plan template dedicates many of its pages to your business’s financial plan and financial statements.
After filling this business plan out, your company will truly understand its financial health and the steps you need to take to maintain or improve it.
I absolutely love this business plan template because of its ease-of-use and hands-on instructions (in addition to its finance-centric components). If you feel overwhelmed by the thought of writing an entire business plan, consider using this template to help you with the process.
6. Harvard Business Review’s "How to Write a Winning Business Plan"
Most sample business plans teach you what to include in your business plan, but this Harvard Business Review article will take your business plan to the next level — it teaches you the why and how behind writing a business plan.
With the guidance of Stanley Rich and Richard Gumpert, co-authors of " Business Plans That Win: Lessons From the MIT Enterprise Forum ", you'll learn how to write a convincing business plan that emphasizes the market demand for your product or service.
You’ll also learn the financial benefits investors can reap from putting money into your venture rather than trying to sell them on how great your product or service is.
This business plan guide focuses less on the individual parts of a business plan, and more on the overarching goal of writing one. For that reason, it’s one of my favorites to supplement any template you choose to use. Harvard Business Review’s guide is instrumental for both new and seasoned business owners.
7. HubSpot’s Complete Guide to Starting a Business
If you’re an entrepreneur, you know writing a business plan is one of the most challenging first steps to starting a business.
Fortunately, with HubSpot's comprehensive guide to starting a business, you'll learn how to map out all the details by understanding what to include in your business plan and why it’s important to include them. The guide also fleshes out an entire sample business plan for you.
If you need further guidance on starting a business, HubSpot's guide can teach you how to make your business legal, choose and register your business name, and fund your business. It will also give small business tax information and includes marketing, sales, and service tips.
This comprehensive guide will walk you through the process of starting a business, in addition to writing your business plan, with a high level of exactitude and detail. So if you’re in the midst of starting your business, this is an excellent guide for you.
It also offers other resources you might need, such as market analysis templates.
8. Panda Doc’s Free Business Plan Template

PandaDoc’s free business plan template is one of the more detailed and fleshed-out sample business plans on this list. It describes what you should include in each section, so you don't have to come up with everything from scratch.
Once you fill it out, you’ll fully understand your business’ nitty-gritty details and how all of its moving parts should work together to contribute to its success.
This template has two things I love: comprehensiveness and in-depth instructions. Plus, it’s synced with PandaDoc’s e-signature software so that you and other stakeholders can sign it with ease. For that reason, I especially love it for those starting a business with a partner or with a board of directors.
9. Small Business Administration Free Business Plan Template

The Small Business Administration (SBA) offers several free business plan templates that can be used to inspire your own plan.
Before you get started, you can decide what type of business plan you need — a traditional or lean start-up plan.
Then, you can review the format for both of those plans and view examples of what they might look like.
We love both of the SBA’s templates because of their versatility. You can choose between two options and use the existing content in the templates to flesh out your own plan. Plus, if needed, you can get a free business counselor to help you along the way.
I’ve compiled some completed business plan samples to help you get an idea of how to customize a plan for your business.
I chose different types of business plan ideas to expand your imagination. Some are extensive, while others are fairly simple.
Let’s take a look.
1. LiveFlow

One of the major business expenses is marketing. How you handle your marketing reflects your company’s revenue.
I included this business plan to show you how you can ensure your marketing team is aligned with your overall business plan to get results. The plan also shows you how to track even the smallest metrics of your campaigns, like ROI and payback periods instead of just focusing on big metrics like gross and revenue.
Fintech startup, LiveFlow, allows users to sync real-time data from its accounting services, payment platforms, and banks into custom reports. This eliminates the task of pulling reports together manually, saving teams time and helping automate workflows.
"Using this framework over a traditional marketing plan will help you set a profitable marketing strategy taking things like CAC, LTV, Payback period, and P&L into consideration," explains LiveFlow co-founder, Lasse Kalkar .
When it came to including marketing strategy in its business plan, LiveFlow created a separate marketing profit and loss statement (P&L) to track how well the company was doing with its marketing initiatives.
This is a great approach, allowing businesses to focus on where their marketing dollars are making the most impact. Having this information handy will enable you to build out your business plan’s marketing section with confidence. LiveFlow has shared the template here . You can test it for yourself.
2. Lula Body

3. Patagonia

Sometimes all you need is a solid mission statement and core values to guide you on how to go about everything. You do this by creating a business plan revolving around how to fulfill your statement best.
For example, Patagonia is an eco-friendly company, so their plan discusses how to make the best environmentally friendly products without causing harm.
A good mission statement  should not only resonate with consumers but should also serve as a core value compass for employees as well.
Patagonia has one of the most compelling mission statements I’ve seen:
"Together, let’s prioritise purpose over profit and protect this wondrous planet, our only home."
It reels you in from the start, and the environmentally friendly theme continues throughout the rest of the statement.
This mission goes on to explain that they are out to "Build the best product, cause no unnecessary harm, and use business to protect nature."
Their mission statement is compelling and detailed, with each section outlining how they will accomplish their goal.
4. Vesta Home Automation

This executive summary for a smart home device startup is part of a business plan created by students at Mount Royal University .
While it lacks some of the sleek visuals of the templates above, its executive summary does a great job of demonstrating how invested they are in the business.
Right away, they mention they’ve invested $200,000 into the company already, which shows investors they have skin in the game and aren’t just looking for someone else to foot the bill.
This is the kind of business plan you need when applying for business funds. It clearly illustrates the expected future of the company and how the business has been coming along over the years.
5. NALB Creative Center

This fictional business plan for an art supply store includes everything one might need in a business plan: an executive summary, a company summary, a list of services, a market analysis summary, and more.
One of its most notable sections is its market analysis summary, which includes an overview of the population growth in the business’ target geographical area, as well as a breakdown of the types of potential customers they expect to welcome at the store. 
This sort of granular insight is essential for understanding and communicating your business’s growth potential. Plus, it lays a strong foundation for creating relevant and useful buyer personas .
It’s essential to keep this information up-to-date as your market and target buyer changes. For that reason, you should carry out market research as often as possible to ensure that you’re targeting the correct audience and sharing accurate information with your investors.
Due to its comprehensiveness, it’s an excellent example to follow if you’re opening a brick-and-mortar store and need to get external funding to start your business .
6. Curriculum Companion Suites (CSS)

If you’re looking for a SaaS business plan example, look no further than this business plan for a fictional educational software company called Curriculum Companion Suites. 
Like the business plan for the NALB Creative Center, it includes plenty of information for prospective investors and other key stakeholders in the business.
One of the most notable features of this business plan is the executive summary, which includes an overview of the product, market, and mission.
The first two are essential for software companies because the product offering is so often at the forefront of the company’s strategy. Without that information being immediately available to investors and executives, then you risk writing an unfocused business plan.
It’s essential to front-load your company’s mission if it explains your "Why?" and this example does just that. In other words, why do you do what you do, and why should stakeholders care? This is an important section to include if you feel that your mission will drive interest in the business and its offerings.
7. Culina Sample Business Plan

Culina's sample business plan is an excellent example of how to lay out your business plan so that it flows naturally, engages readers, and provides the critical information investors and stakeholders need. 
You can use this template as a guide while you're gathering important information for your own business plan. You'll have a better understanding of the data and research you need to do since Culina’s plan outlines these details so flawlessly for inspiration.
8. Plum Sample Business Plan

Don't forget to share this post!
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2 Essential Templates For Starting Your Business
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What Is a Business Plan?
Understanding business plans, how to write a business plan, common elements of a business plan, how often should a business plan be updated, the bottom line, business plan: what it is, what's included, and how to write one.
Adam Hayes, Ph.D., CFA, is a financial writer with 15+ years Wall Street experience as a derivatives trader. Besides his extensive derivative trading expertise, Adam is an expert in economics and behavioral finance. Adam received his master's in economics from The New School for Social Research and his Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in sociology. He is a CFA charterholder as well as holding FINRA Series 7, 55 & 63 licenses. He currently researches and teaches economic sociology and the social studies of finance at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem.

A business plan is a document that details a company's goals and how it intends to achieve them. Business plans can be of benefit to both startups and well-established companies. For startups, a business plan can be essential for winning over potential lenders and investors. Established businesses can find one useful for staying on track and not losing sight of their goals. This article explains what an effective business plan needs to include and how to write one.
Key Takeaways
	A business plan is a document describing a company's business activities and how it plans to achieve its goals.
	Startup companies use business plans to get off the ground and attract outside investors.
	For established companies, a business plan can help keep the executive team focused on and working toward the company's short- and long-term objectives.
	There is no single format that a business plan must follow, but there are certain key elements that most companies will want to include.

Investopedia / Ryan Oakley
Any new business should have a business plan in place prior to beginning operations. In fact, banks and venture capital firms often want to see a business plan before they'll consider making a loan or providing capital to new businesses.
Even if a business isn't looking to raise additional money, a business plan can help it focus on its goals. A 2017 Harvard Business Review article reported that, "Entrepreneurs who write formal plans are 16% more likely to achieve viability than the otherwise identical nonplanning entrepreneurs."
Ideally, a business plan should be reviewed and updated periodically to reflect any goals that have been achieved or that may have changed. An established business that has decided to move in a new direction might create an entirely new business plan for itself.
There are numerous benefits to creating (and sticking to) a well-conceived business plan. These include being able to think through ideas before investing too much money in them and highlighting any potential obstacles to success. A company might also share its business plan with trusted outsiders to get their objective feedback. In addition, a business plan can help keep a company's executive team on the same page about strategic action items and priorities.
Business plans, even among competitors in the same industry, are rarely identical. However, they often have some of the same basic elements, as we describe below.
While it's a good idea to provide as much detail as necessary, it's also important that a business plan be concise enough to hold a reader's attention to the end.
While there are any number of templates that you can use to write a business plan, it's best to try to avoid producing a generic-looking one. Let your plan reflect the unique personality of your business.
Many business plans use some combination of the sections below, with varying levels of detail, depending on the company.
The length of a business plan can vary greatly from business to business. Regardless, it's best to fit the basic information into a 15- to 25-page document. Other crucial elements that take up a lot of space—such as applications for patents—can be referenced in the main document and attached as appendices.
These are some of the most common elements in many business plans:
	Executive summary: This section introduces the company and includes its mission statement along with relevant information about the company's leadership, employees, operations, and locations.
	Products and services: Here, the company should describe the products and services it offers or plans to introduce. That might include details on pricing, product lifespan, and unique benefits to the consumer. Other factors that could go into this section include production and manufacturing processes, any relevant patents the company may have, as well as proprietary technology . Information about research and development (R&D) can also be included here.
	Market analysis: A company needs to have a good handle on the current state of its industry and the existing competition. This section should explain where the company fits in, what types of customers it plans to target, and how easy or difficult it may be to take market share from incumbents.
	Marketing strategy: This section can describe how the company plans to attract and keep customers, including any anticipated advertising and marketing campaigns. It should also describe the distribution channel or channels it will use to get its products or services to consumers.
	Financial plans and projections: Established businesses can include financial statements, balance sheets, and other relevant financial information. New businesses can provide financial targets and estimates for the first few years. Your plan might also include any funding requests you're making.

The best business plans aren't generic ones created from easily accessed templates. A company should aim to entice readers with a plan that demonstrates its uniqueness and potential for success.
2 Types of Business Plans
Business plans can take many forms, but they are sometimes divided into two basic categories: traditional and lean startup. According to the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) , the traditional business plan is the more common of the two.
	Traditional business plans : These plans tend to be much longer than lean startup plans and contain considerably more detail. As a result they require more work on the part of the business, but they can also be more persuasive (and reassuring) to potential investors.
	Lean startup business plans : These use an abbreviated structure that highlights key elements. These business plans are short—as short as one page—and provide only the most basic detail. If a company wants to use this kind of plan, it should be prepared to provide more detail if an investor or a lender requests it.

Why Do Business Plans Fail?
A business plan is not a surefire recipe for success. The plan may have been unrealistic in its assumptions and projections to begin with. Markets and the overall economy might change in ways that couldn't have been foreseen. A competitor might introduce a revolutionary new product or service. All of this calls for building some flexibility into your plan, so you can pivot to a new course if needed.
How frequently a business plan needs to be revised will depend on the nature of the business. A well-established business might want to review its plan once a year and make changes if necessary. A new or fast-growing business in a fiercely competitive market might want to revise it more often, such as quarterly.
What Does a Lean Startup Business Plan Include?
The lean startup business plan is an option when a company prefers to give a quick explanation of its business. For example, a brand-new company may feel that it doesn't have a lot of information to provide yet.
Sections can include: a value proposition ; the company's major activities and advantages; resources such as staff, intellectual property, and capital; a list of partnerships; customer segments; and revenue sources.
A business plan can be useful to companies of all kinds. But as a company grows and the world around it changes, so too should its business plan. So don't think of your business plan as carved in granite but as a living document designed to evolve with your business.
Harvard Business Review. " Research: Writing a Business Plan Makes Your Startup More Likely to Succeed ."
U.S. Small Business Administration. " Write Your Business Plan ."
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Business Essay

Businesses always play a vital role in our society as it a very competitive when it comes to its own contributions. They satisfy the people’s needs and wants. They can even provide an  avenue to improve the lives of people to experience high standard of living. Businesses provide a way for people to obtain goods and experience services while earning something out of it. These goods and services provides improvement in the economic status, thus allowing people to have more jobs to apply. In this article, we will be going to tackle about creating essays involving businesses.
9+ Business Essay Examples
1. business plan essay template.

	Apple Pages
	Google Docs

Size: 27 KB
2. Business School Essay

Size: 974 KB
3. Business Ethics Essay Competition

Size: 335 KB
4. Business Extended Essay Assessment

Size: 173 KB
5. Business Process Essay in PDF

Size: 91 KB
6. Sample Business Essay

Size: 32 KB
7. Small Retail Business Essay

Size: 124 KB
8. School of Business Graduate Essay Form

Size: 41 KB
9. Basic Business Essay Template

10. High School Business Essay

Size: 35 KB
11. Business Ethics Essay Submission Form

Size: 518 KB
Business essays tell about how someone makes earnings through the act of buying or selling a particular product. We all know that businesses are the foundation of profit and loss. It is also a very demanding profession that has been practiced and made popular over the past years. When you are in a business, you should be able to have a high level of skills in managing, building teamwork, patience and strength. You should always be physically, mentally and socially prepared and stable.
Business has always been incorporated with financial management , marketing, research, sales, safety and more. Before you decide starting your own business, you should be able to take note of the several considerations such as the type of structure that you are going to use. Businesses will also be affected by the scope and size of your firm. Other factors may include compliance requirements, control, taxes and the like. It covers different aspects in the industry which includes the distributors, wholesalers, companies, agriculture , financial services , manufacturers, transportation, utilities and more.
When you are going to set up a business, you will begin to realize that it affects your lifestyle. Every business success entails rewards, freedom, and personal satisfaction. Feels good, right?
Just like in any other essays, business essays also follow the three basic parts namely the introduction, body and conclusion.
Introduction of an Essay
The introduction of an essay usually is the attention getter. It is even the essential part of an essay. It usually tells the reader what to expect in an essay. It gives background about your topic and presents your thesis which is the central point of your essay. The first part of the sentence is the hook explaining why it is interesting to read. Instead of stating what your reader already knows, might as well state the reason why your essay will offer a different meaning and interpretation. Make the second sentence interesting by giving a background information about your topic and the rest are claims why it matters.
Conclusion of an Essay
Your conclusion must be able to contain the three parts namely the restatement of your thesis statement, general conclusion and the answers to questions pertaining to the topic itself. When you repeat your thesis statement, do not use the words that you have written in the introduction. The general conclusion consist of an explanation of their importance.
How do you make you business essay look presentable?
It should be properly organized from the format down to the texts. They should be outlined well in the paper.
How long should a business essay be?
Business essays can be long or short. Long essays can be 500 words. Short essays can be 150 words.
Why do we need to write business essays?
We write business essays to provide a detailed information to help improve a status of a particular business.
Business essays are just like any other essays that has the same elements and structure. The only thing is that you just have to get the purpose of your essay and tackle about what the business is going through, their products and also their services. Always make sure that your essay is clear and written concisely.
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Example prompts to try with Microsoft Copilot with Graph-grounded chat
Experience the power of Get started with Microsoft Copilot with Graph-grounded chat  (formerly named Microsoft 365 Chat). See how much time you can save and how much more you can get done. Use Microsoft Copilot to catch up, create content, and ask questions. This article provides several example prompts you can try.
Tip:  When you’re giving Copilot instructions, you can direct it to specific work content by using the forward slash key (“/”), then typing the name of a file, person, or meeting.  If you write a prompt and don’t reference a specific file, person, or meeting, Copilot will determine the best source of data for its response, including all your work content.
Synthesize large amounts of data into simple, consumable responses and catch up on things quickly. Here are some examples:
You've been on vacation now you're back. You need to find out what's going on with Project X. Find the latest about Project X. What's the current timeline? When are deliverables due?
You've just joined a new team and you're trying to ramp up on recent activities. Summarize team communications over the last 30 days. What are the team's priorities? 
There's been a recent change in how your team is tracking work. Find information about the new way our team is tracking work. Include email communications and points of contact for questions.
Create content
Brainstorm ideas and draft new content based on information at work. Here are some examples:
You want to draft a one-page description of a new project (let's call it Project Foo) that's just about to kick off at work. Using information in file1, file2, and file3, write a one-page description of Project Foo. Write it so non-technical people can understand what the project is about and when it's scheduled to be completed.
You're preparing an email to invite customers to attend an upcoming conference and visit your company's booth. Using information in Document Z, write a fun, catchy email inviting our customers to come see us at our booth during next month's conference.
You want to plan a morale event for your team. List 3-5 ideas for group activities in the Seattle area that would be suitable for my team. Include approximate cost and time estimates. 
Ask questions
Find information and get answers quickly, even if you can't remember where the information you need is or how it was shared. Here are some examples:
You need to know what's left in the budget for supplies. How much did we spend on supplies for Project Foo?  How much budget do we have left for Project Foo?
Your team received customer feedback. You want to identify the top things your team should address. Review the feedback we received from customers via email last week. What are the top three issues we should address?
Overview of Microsoft Copilot with Graph-grounded chat
Use Copilot at Microsoft365.com
Use Copilot in Teams
Use Copilot at Bing.com

Need more help?
Want more options.
Explore subscription benefits, browse training courses, learn how to secure your device, and more.

Microsoft 365 subscription benefits

Microsoft 365 training

Microsoft security

Accessibility center
Communities help you ask and answer questions, give feedback, and hear from experts with rich knowledge.

Ask the Microsoft Community

Microsoft Tech Community

Windows Insiders
Microsoft 365 Insiders
Was this information helpful?
Thank you for your feedback.
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	Writing a Successful Business Plan
A business plan is the owner's road map for a successful enterprise—a blueprint, a statement of goals and hopes, a compass, and a guideline to planned action. It is the cur-rent and futuristic image of the business. A business plan is key to securing financing, main-taining focus, communicating, and preparing for the un-expected.




	PDF HOW TO WRITE A BUSINESS PLAN
HOW TO WRITE A BUSINESS PLAN The purpose of this note is three-fold: To provide a set of guidelines on how to write a business plan. To highlight what a prospective investor or banker is, and is not, looking for in such a plan. To provide a summary check list of the attributes of good business plans.




	PDF Elements of a Successful Business Plan
Prepare the following projections place them in the Business Plan Appendix: • Income Statement by years for 5 years; by months for years 1-2 and by quarters for years 3-5. • Balance Sheet years for 5 years. • Cash Flow by years for 5 years; by months for years 1-2 and by quarters for years 3-5.




	PDF Table of Contents: Sample Business Plan
The sample represents a well-written business plan, but you still may find some sections or parts of the plan that could have been completed differently, or even better. ... • Advertise the job position online and in local papers/job posting areas (February to March 2019) 7 • Interview potential candidates (March 2019) • Select one to ...




	PDF 75 Basic Questions Behind a Business Plan
A business plan is a written document that clearly defines the goals of a startup or existing business and outlines specific methods for achieving these goals. An effective business plan acts as the management and financial blueprint for developing and growing your business.




	How To Write A Business Plan (2024 Guide)
Describe Your Services or Products. The business plan should have a section that explains the services or products that you're offering. This is the part where you can also describe how they fit ...




	PDF The Elements of a Business Plan: First Steps for New Entrepreneurs
Provide projections for two to four years in the future, including: 1. Forecasted income (monthly for first two years, then by quarter or year thereafter), 2. Forecasted cash flows by month (monthly for first two years, then by quarter or year thereafter), 3. Forecasted balance sheet for all years (year-end), and. 4.




	PDF Helping Maine'S Small Businesses Succeed Since 1977
Introduction Writing a business plan is an important step in starting or expanding any business. It assists the business owner by organizing information that describes the business and its operation. As such, it becomes a guide for creating strategic plans to develop a business or to better manage an existing business.




	PDF How to write a strategic plan
Overcoming Challenges and Pitfalls. Challenge of consensus over clarity. Challenge of who provides input versus who decides. Preparing a long, ambitious, 5 year plan that sits on a shelf. Finding a balance between process and a final product. Communicating and executing the plan. Lack of alignment between mission, action, and finances.




	Write your business plan
Executive summary Briefly tell your reader what your company is and why it will be successful. Include your mission statement, your product or service, and basic information about your company's leadership team, employees, and location. You should also include financial information and high-level growth plans if you plan to ask for financing.




	24 of My Favorite Sample Business Plans & Examples For Your Inspiration
8. Panda Doc's Free Business Plan Template. PandaDoc's free business plan template is one of the more detailed and fleshed-out sample business plans on this list. It describes what you should include in each section, so you don't have to come up with everything from scratch.




	(PDF) Management and business plan
Findings: This chapter suggests that a well-designed business plan can help prospective entrepreneurs to (1) facilitate their decision-making, (2) minimise their risk perception, and (3)...




	Business Plan: What It Is, What's Included, and How to Write One
Business Plan: A business plan is a written document that describes in detail how a business, usually a new one, is going to achieve its goals. A business plan lays out a written plan from a ...




	Business Plan
A business plan should be structured in a way that it contains all the important information that investors are looking for. Here are the main sections of a business plan: 1. Title Page. The title page captures the legal information of the business, which includes the registered business name, physical address, phone number, email address, date ...




	(PDF) Business Plan
PDF | This chapter starts with explaining the different types of business plans and explains the important components of the business plan. The motto of... | Find, read and cite all the...




	PDF Business Plan
the Business it is agreed that the Recipient undertakes to the Business to treat as confidential the Business Plan and all information in any medium or format (whether marked "confidential" or not) whether in writing or oral which the Recipient receives during the relationship from the Business ( Confidential Information ). 2. The Recipient ...




	PDF What Is a Business Plan?
A business plan is a necessary tool for all businesses. Just as a home is not built without blueprints or a movie made without a script, you don't start a business without a sound and workable blueprint.You now take the information you have gathered and put those ideas formally onto paper. No Plan, No Money: Without a business




	Business Plans For Entrepreneurs
Marketing plan. First of all, it gives the entrepreneur the opportunity to learn about the industry and the market. When writing a business plan the entrepreneur will have to go to the process of writing a marketing plan. This should give the entrepreneur some valuable insights in who the most important competitors are, who will be his main ...




	10+Business Essay
1. Business Plan Essay Template 2. Business School Essay 9+ Business Essay Examples 1. Business Plan Essay Template Details File Format Apple Pages Google Docs Word PDF Size: 27 KB Download 2. Business School Essay essayedge.com Details File Format PDF Size: 974 KB Download 3.




	(PDF) Business Plan
KenTech Computer Designs 2013 CHAPTER ONE 1.0. BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 1.1. BUSINESS NAME The business will take a unique name, KenTech Computer Designs, and is therefore correct and accepted to be abbreviated as KCD. 1.2. BUSINESS LOCATION/ADDRESS KenTech Computer Designs will be located at Nairobi CBD area, Bazaar Plaza, on the junction of Moi ...




	(PDF) Business Marketing Research & Essay
Business Marketing Research & Essay. Deshawn Cabeza. Marketing is a management process. It involves researching, identifying and satisfying customer requirements in a profitable manner. When one is conducting a business, it is important to have a marketing strategy to advance sales and make sure that the reputation of the business if good.




	(DOC) BUSINESS PLAN PAPER
BUSINESS PLAN PAPER. Carlo Gold. See Full PDF. Download PDF. See Full PDF. Download PDF. NUTRICH San Beda College Manila, 6463249 Owners: General Manager: Kevin Nambio Marketing Manager: JardinePanado Operations Manager: Clarence Lasam Human Resource Manager: Paolo De Silva Financial Manager: Carlo Oro Prepared on: November 2013 Name of ...




	Business Plan Essay.pdf
Part 1: Design the Local Area Network The work milestones for this part of the project are as follows: The total LAN must consist of 1 switch, 1 Router and 4 computers. The switch must be named $1. psy 120 Midterm 2.docx Screenshot 2022-02-20 at 05-05-00 Page 40 of 50 - Assessment - Corporate Finance Institute.png




	30 Emerging Technologies That Will Guide Your Business Decisions
This theme focuses on making the right business and ethical choices in the adoption of AI and using AI design principles that will benefit people and society.. Human-centered AI (HCAI) is a common AI design principle that calls for AI to continuously benefit from human input. Behavioral analytics refers to session-tracking capabilities that monitor user interactions with a protected service to ...




	Example prompts to try with Microsoft Copilot with Graph-grounded chat
Tip: When you're giving Copilot instructions, you can direct it to specific work content by using the forward slash key ("/"), then typing the name of a file, person, or meeting. If you write a prompt and don't reference a specific file, person, or meeting, Copilot will determine the best source of data for its response, including all your work content.
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