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Movie Review | 'Freedom Writers'

To Ms. With Love: A Teacher’s Heart Fords a Social Divide

By Manohla Dargis
	Jan. 5, 2007

As a cinematic subspecies, films about teachers working with throwaway kids tend to follow a predictable arc involving conflict and resolution, smooth beats and bitter tears. Sometimes, as with “Dangerous Minds,” the 1995 film in which Michelle Pfeiffer uses her cheekbones to disarm high school toughs, the results are risible. Sometimes, as with the egregiously offensive “187” (1997), wherein Samuel L. Jackson makes like Charles Bronson with some bad students, it’s an argument for universal home schooling.
“Freedom Writers,” a true story about a white teacher trying to make a difference in a room crammed with black, Latino and Asian high school freshmen, has the makings of another groaner. One worrisome sign is Hilary Swank, the two-time Academy Award winner with the avid smile who recently vamped across screens as a femme fatale in Brian De Palma’s period thriller “The Black Dahlia.” Ms. Swank is an appealing actress of, at least to date, fairly restricted range. In her finest roles — a transgender man in “Boys Don’t Cry,” a boxer in “Million Dollar Baby” — she plays women whose hard-angled limbs and squared jaws never fully obscure a desperate, at times almost embarrassingly naked neediness.
In “Freedom Writers” Ms. Swank uses that neediness to fine effect in a film with a strong emotional tug and smartly laid foundation. She plays Erin Gruwell, who in 1994 was a 23-year-old student teacher assigned to teach freshman English at Wilson High School in Long Beach, Calif.
Twenty-two miles from downtown Los Angeles, this ethnically diverse port city, birthplace of both Bo Derek and Snoop Dogg, is south of Compton (home of N.W.A.), right at the edge of Orange County (home of “The O.C.”). In 1992 the Rodney King riots that rocked Los Angeles spilled into Long Beach; recently the city made news for an alleged hate crime involving black teenagers charged with severely beating three white women.
By the time Erin steps into her classroom, a scant two years after the riots, the climate inside is at once frosty and scorching. Turned out in a cherry-red suit and black pumps, her strand of pearls gleaming as bright as her teeth, Erin cuts an unavoidably awkward, borderline goofy figure.
The students are understandably skeptical, excruciatingly contemptuous. From where they sit, slumped and hunched, some with their backs literally turned away from the front of the room, Erin looks like the stranger she is. She’s an interloper, a do-gooder, a visitor from another planet called Newport Beach, and the class sees through her as if she were glass because the writer and director Richard LaGravenese makes sure that we do too.
Funny how point of view works. If so many films about so-called troubled teenagers come off as little more than exploitation, it’s often because the filmmakers are not really interested in them, just their dysfunction. “Freedom Writers,” by contrast, isn’t only about an amazingly dedicated young teacher who took on two extra jobs to buy supplies for her students (to supplement, as Mr. LaGravenese carefully points out, a $27,000 salary); it’s also, emphatically, about some extraordinary young people. In this respect Mr. LaGravenese, whose diverse writing credits include “The Ref” and “The Bridges of Madison County,” appears to have taken his egalitarian cue from the real Erin Gruwell, who shares author credit with her students in their 1999 book, “The Freedom Writers Diary,” a collection of their journal entries.
Mr. LaGravenese keeps faith with the multiple perspectives in the book, which includes Ms. Gruwell’s voice and those of her students, whose first-person narratives pay witness to the effects of brutalizing violence, dangerous tribal allegiances and institutional neglect. The film pops in on Erin and her increasingly troubled relationship with her husband, Scott (Patrick Dempsey), and there’s a really lovely scene between the two that finds them talking ruefully over a bottle of wine about the divide between fantasy and reality in marriage, a divide one partner tries to bridge and the other walks away from. But while we keep time with Erin, we also listen to the teenagers, several of whom tell their stories in voice-over.
Among the most important of those stories is that of Eva (the newcomer April Lee Hernandez), whose voice is among the first we hear in the film. Through quick flashbacks and snapshot scenes of the present, Eva’s young life unfolds with crushing predictability. From her front steps, this 9-year-old watches as her cousin is gunned down in a drive-by shooting. Later her father is arrested; she’s initiated into a gang. One day, while walking with a friend under the glorious California sun, a couple of guys pull up in a car and start firing in their direction. Eva dodges bullets and embraces violence because she knows nothing else; she hates everyone, including her white teacher, because no one has ever given her a reason not to.
In time Eva stops hating Erin, though the bullets keep coming. It’s a hard journey for both women, one that includes other students, most of whom are played by actors who look too old for their roles and are nonetheless very affecting. None of these actors are outstanding, but two are memorable: the singer Mario, who plays an angry drug dealer, Andre, and another newcomer, Jason Finn, whose big, soft, moon face swells with fury and vulnerability as a homeless teenager named Marcus.
Mr. LaGravenese isn’t a natural-born filmmaker, but he’s a smart screenwriter whose commitment to characters like Marcus makes up for the rough patches in his directing. Like Ms. Swank, who shares the screen comfortably with her younger co-stars, he gives credit where credit is due.
“Freedom Writers” is rated PG-13 (Parents strongly cautioned). There is some gun violence and adult language.
The headline for a film review in Weekend on Friday about “Freedom Writers” misidentified the California city in which the movie is set. It is Long Beach, not Los Angeles.
The listing of credits omitted a producer. Danny DeVito was a producer, along with Stacey Sher and Michael Shamberg.
How we handle corrections
	For Parents
	For Educators
	Our Work and Impact

Or browse by category:
	Movie Reviews
	Best Movie Lists
	Best Movies on Netflix, Disney+, and More

Common Sense Selections for Movies

50 Modern Movies All Kids Should Watch Before They're 12

	Best TV Lists
	Best TV Shows on Netflix, Disney+, and More
	Common Sense Selections for TV
	Video Reviews of TV Shows


Best Kids' Shows on Disney+

Best Kids' TV Shows on Netflix
	Book Reviews
	Best Book Lists
	Common Sense Selections for Books


8 Tips for Getting Kids Hooked on Books

50 Books All Kids Should Read Before They're 12
	Game Reviews
	Best Game Lists

Common Sense Selections for Games
	Video Reviews of Games


Nintendo Switch Games for Family Fun

	Podcast Reviews
	Best Podcast Lists

Common Sense Selections for Podcasts

Parents' Guide to Podcasts

	App Reviews
	Best App Lists


Social Networking for Teens

Gun-Free Action Game Apps

Reviews for AI Apps and Tools
	YouTube Channel Reviews
	YouTube Kids Channels by Topic


Parents' Ultimate Guide to YouTube Kids

YouTube Kids Channels for Gamers
	Preschoolers (2-4)
	Little Kids (5-7)
	Big Kids (8-9)
	Pre-Teens (10-12)
	Teens (13+)
	Screen Time
	Social Media
	Online Safety
	Identity and Community


Explaining the News to Our Kids
	Family Tech Planners
	Digital Skills
	All Articles
	Latino Culture
	Black Voices
	Asian Stories
	Native Narratives
	LGBTQ+ Pride
	Best of Diverse Representation List


Celebrating Black History Month

Movies and TV Shows with Arab Leads

Celebrate Hip-Hop's 50th Anniversary

Concerned about social media, AI, and screen time?
Subscribe to our newsletter and get the best out of media and tech.
Freedom Writers
Common sense media reviewers.

True story of inspirational teacher; language, violence.

A Lot or a Little?
What you will—and won't—find in this movie.
While based on a true story in which "at-risk" stu
Lead character is an idealistic teacher determined
Repeated verbal and visual references to street/gu
Allusions to teen pregnancy, some kissing between
Some profanity, including one dramatic use of "f--
Starbucks coffee cup clearly shown in one scene. S
Erin and Scott drink wine several times; she gets
Parents need to know that Freedom Writers is a 2007 movie in which Hilary Swank plays an idealistic young white teacher who inspires a group of "at-risk" students of color to believe in themselves. The movie is set in a Long Beach, California high school in the mid-1990s against the backdrop of deep racial…
Positive Messages
While based on a true story in which "at-risk" students of color learn to value their self worth and their futures with the help of an idealistic young white teacher, the movie also clearly falls into the "white savior narrative." That said, students find ways to discover their inner strength and a way to express themselves by writing in their journals, and develop an understanding of a world beyond their neighborhoods through reading, writing, and through meeting with Holocaust survivors.
Positive Role Models
Lead character is an idealistic teacher determined to reach the "at-risk" students she teaches. She helps to foster a community in the class, one that goes beyond the racial tensions and difficult home lives many of the students face outside the classroom. As a result of the work in her classroom, in real life, the student journal writing led to the publication of "The Freedom Writers Diary," and the creation of the Freedom Writers Foundation. At the same time, this movie is part of a larger pattern of the "white savior narrative" in film, and should be examined as such.
Violence & Scariness
Repeated verbal and visual references to street/gun violence (the film opens with clips from the Rodney King tape, riots in Los Angeles, and reports on murders in Long Beach). Brief but jolting fight between students (one pulls a gun). A shooting in a minimart leaves one boy with a bloody bullet wound in chest. Discussions about losing friends to shootings, as well as historical systems of oppression (specifically, the Holocaust); descriptions of Holocaust violence. While writing in their journals, flashback scenes show students who have witnessed drive-by shootings, domestic abuse, and a memory a teen shares when, as a young boy, his best friend shows him a handgun while they sit on a park bench before his best friend accidentally shoots himself and dies.
Did you know you can flag iffy content? Adjust limits for Violence & Scariness in your kid's entertainment guide.
Sex, Romance & Nudity
Allusions to teen pregnancy, some kissing between high school couples, girls in tight outfits. Some kissing and innuendo between a married couple.
Did you know you can flag iffy content? Adjust limits for Sex, Romance & Nudity in your kid's entertainment guide.
Some profanity, including one dramatic use of "f--k you." "N" word used in a journal entry. Racial slurs against Asian characters, and during a racially-charged classroom conflict, one character yells, "Get your ass back to China." "Bulls--t," "s--t," "bitch," "goddamn," "ass."
Did you know you can flag iffy content? Adjust limits for Language in your kid's entertainment guide.
Products & Purchases
Starbucks coffee cup clearly shown in one scene. Students drink Coca-Cola Classic. Teacher gives out gift bags from Borders Books. Lead character also works at a Mariott Hotel.
Drinking, Drugs & Smoking
Erin and Scott drink wine several times; she gets drunk after an emotional upheaval. Lead character's father drinks whiskey at dinner.
Did you know you can flag iffy content? Adjust limits for Drinking, Drugs & Smoking in your kid's entertainment guide.
Parents Need to Know
Parents need to know that Freedom Writers is a 2007 movie in which Hilary Swank plays an idealistic young white teacher who inspires a group of "at-risk" students of color to believe in themselves. The movie is set in a Long Beach, California high school in the mid-1990s against the backdrop of deep racial tensions in the aftermath of the Rodney King beating by police officers. Characters are killed in drive-by shootings. One of the characters is shown getting beaten up in a gang initiation. Gang violence, loss of a friend or family member, and the Holocaust are addressed. Kids argue with each other, including a scene in which characters use racial slurs to describe Asians. teacher. Students discuss the Holocaust, Anne Frank, and meet a survivor who describes her ordeal. Students write about their losses in their journals, which the teacher reads out loud or in voiceover; these scenes depict memories of shootings (including a young boy accidentally shooting himself and dying on a park bench), and domestic abuse. Profanity includes use of the "N" word in a journal entry, and a dramatic use of "f--k you." While the movie is based on a true story, families should take the opportunity to discuss it in the context of the "white savior narrative," and how and why movies like these can be problematic as America comes to grips with the far-reaching effects of systemic racism. To stay in the loop on more movies like this, you can sign up for weekly Family Movie Night emails .
Where to Watch
Videos and photos.
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Based on 16 parent reviews
This Movie Is Awesome
What's the story.
In FREEDOM WRITERS, enthusiastic and innocent teacher Erin Gruwell ( Hilary Swank ) arrives at a high school in Long Beach just after the L.A. uprising in 1992, aiming to follow in her civil rights activist father's footsteps. Erin's first few days at school are daunting: She witnesses a fight, sees a boy pull out a gun, and endures taunts from her students, who see themselves as their other teachers see them: the "ghetto-ass class" unworthy of attention or time. Erin is also discouraged by her cynical colleagues but she persists, seeking ways to connect with her students. Finally, one of them -- distrustful Eva (April Lee Hernandez) -- explains her rage: "White people running this world," she says. "I saw white cops shoot my friend in the back for reaching into his pocket. They can because they're white. I hate white people on sight." Erin realizes that since her students self-segregate by race, they never learn one another's stories. So, she has them stand together in the classroom when they've shared an experience, like losing a friend to violence. They begin to recognize their similarities. As the students write about their lives in a "war zone," Erin also has them visit L.A.'s Holocaust museum and read Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl . Moved by Frank's story, the kids raise money to bring Miep Gies (Pat Carroll), the woman who hid Frank from the Nazis, to campus.
Is It Any Good?
This deeply earnest drama follows a familiar storyline. An idealistic young teacher inspires her "at-risk" urban students to respect each other and themselves. She's white, they're mostly of color; she's clueless about their harsh lives, they initially resent her cluelessness but learn to appreciate her efforts to understand them. It's this last part that makes director Richard LaGravenese's film work, despite its many clichés. Erin Gruwell ( Hilary Swank ) makes a difference by asking her students to talk to her and each other -- and acting on what they say.
The plot is predicable, the actors too old to play high school students, and the pacing too slow. And really, the camera circles around deep-thinking faces a few too many times. But Freedom Writers also argues for listening to teenagers. That in itself makes it a rare and close-to-wonderful thing.
Talk to Your Kids About ...
Families can talk about the way that Erin engages her students -- by listening to them. How is this an effective way to teach? How do the students learn from one other when they share their stories?
How is this movie an example of the "white savior narrative?" What are some other examples of movies in which people of color struggle to find their way in the world until a white protagonist comes along and finds their true calling in life by saving the people of color from their circumstances?
This is a movie based on a true story. What aspects of the story do you think actually happened, and what aspects do you think were heightened or exaggerated for the sake of creating more drama and conflict in the movie?
Movie Details
	In theaters : January 4, 2007
	On DVD or streaming : April 17, 2007
	Cast : Hilary Swank , Imelda Staunton , Patrick Dempsey
	Director : Richard LaGravenese
	Inclusion Information : Female actors
	Studio : Paramount Pictures
	Genre : Drama
	Run time : 123 minutes
	MPAA rating : PG-13
	MPAA explanation : violent content, some thematic material and language.
	Last updated : September 6, 2023
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Freedom Writers (United States, 2007)
The key to making a successful formula motion picture is to infuse it with energy and add a few original elements. The overall product might seem familiar but that doesn't mean it can't be an enjoyable viewing experience. This is true regardless of the formula: underdog sports hero, boy meets girl, or unconventional teacher who makes a difference. Freedom Writers falls into the latter category and, as often seems to be the case with movies of this genre, it is based on a true story. Writer/director Richard LaGravenese (whose previous screenplays include The Fisher King and The Bridges of Madison County ) does what competent filmmakers do with these Dangerous Minds tales - he takes the basic facts and massages them until they are suitably cinematic. The MTV imprimatur indicates the movie is being targeted at teenagers.
The film is set in Long Beach shortly after the L.A. riots. Hilary Swank plays Erin Gruwell, a crusading young woman who believes the way to stop racial hatred is to influence young minds. To that aim, she applies to work in a forcibly integrated school where the students are divided into four camps: whites, Latinos, Cambodians, and blacks. Her lofty goals are not shared by her department head, Margaret Campbell (Imelda Staunton), her ex-activist father (Scott Glenn), or her neglected husband, Scott (Patrick Dempsey). Erin's first few days in class are a rude awakening, but a discussion about Hitler and the Holocaust opens unexpected doors and the teacher begins to connect with some of her students, including the hardcore Eva (April Lee Hernandez) and the closed-off Andre (Mario). Erin then hands out composition books and has the teenagers make daily entries. In 1999, those "assignments" were published as The Freedom Writers Diary , which is the source material for the movie.
The bottom line premise - that Erin changes the lives of her students while they change her - lies at the core of every similar movie. But the means are refreshingly different. Erin finds ways to compare Hitler's actions against the Jews to instances of gang violence. Although it may seem to be a stretch, making these similarities gives Erin an entrance into her pupils' world. When she hands out copies of The Diary of Ann Frank , the kids are engrossed. Erin's assignment for them to write letters to Miep Gies (Pat Carroll), the woman who hid Ann from the Nazis, results in a visit from the elderly lady, whom one black student labels as his "hero."
The structure is awkward. The emotional climax of Freedom Writers comes 90 minutes into the film with the arrival of Miep Gies and the life-altering choice made by one of the students as a result. However, LaGravenese keeps things going for 30 more minutes, and Freedom Writers begins to wear out its welcome. There's another emotional moment at the end, but it feels contrived. While the one at the 1:30 mark has a ring of authenticity, the one at the film's end feels like it's all Hollywood.
There's also something strange going on with Erin's pearl necklace. During the first 20 minutes, an inordinate amount of attention is paid to that piece of jewelry. We are sure it's going to be stolen. Then, unexpectedly, this plot element is dropped. Has the necklace been pilfered? Has she stopped wearing it? Is the fact that it isn't stolen proof that the kids aren't thugs? We don't know because the movie doesn't tell us. I'm sure something ended up on the cutting room floor, but what remains in the final version is sloppy. LaGravenese should have either provided a resolution or found a cleaner way to assemble the theatrical print. It's not a big thing but it is annoying.
The film mixes new, young talent with experienced veterans. The best of the former is April Lee Hernandez, who possesses a "firecracker" quality that could lead to bigger roles. Her Eva is part of a high school ensemble but she stands out. Thus far, Hernandez's credits are primarily TV guest spots, but there's no reason she couldn't graduate to more visible parts. (As might be expected the Ms. Gruwell's "freshmen" are often played by actors in their early 20s. Work hours for actual teenagers are too restrictive.) Hilary Swank smiles her way through the early part of the movie then develops a harder edge later in the proceedings. It's nice to see Scott Glenn (who has primarily been doing TV since the turn of the century), although his role is of limited importance. Patrick Dempsey is underused; one suspects he took this role before Gray's Anatomy boosted his image.
Freedom Writers delivers the expected messages about hope and the ability to change one's destiny, and does it in a manner that it is emotionally and intellectually satisfying. This isn't a great movie, but it is effective drama where the big emotional scenes more often feel real than contrived. Through voiceovers, LaGravenese uses passages lifted from the actual students' diaries to provide the framework for the secondary stories (those of the teenagers), thereby lending a ring of authenticity. For those who see it, the movie has a chance to connect. Freedom Writers is superior to what film-goers typically expect from an early January release.
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Freedom Writers
2007, Drama, 2h 3m
What to know
Critics Consensus
Freedom Writers is a frank, formulaic entry in the inspirational inner-city teacher genre, with an energetic Hilary Swank leading the appealing cast of unknowns. Read critic reviews
You might also like
Where to watch freedom writers.
Watch Freedom Writers with a subscription on Paramount Plus, rent on Amazon Prime Video, Apple TV, Vudu, or buy on Amazon Prime Video, Apple TV, Vudu.
Rate And Review
Super Reviewer
Rate this movie
Oof, that was Rotten.
Meh, it passed the time.
It’s good – I’d recommend it.
So Fresh: Absolute Must See!
What did you think of the movie? (optional)
You're almost there! Just confirm how you got your ticket.
Step 2 of 2
How did you buy your ticket?
Let's get your review verified..
AMCTheatres.com or AMC App New
Cinemark Coming Soon
We won’t be able to verify your ticket today, but it’s great to know for the future.
Regal Coming Soon
Theater box office or somewhere else
By opting to have your ticket verified for this movie, you are allowing us to check the email address associated with your Rotten Tomatoes account against an email address associated with a Fandango ticket purchase for the same movie.
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Freedom writers videos, freedom writers   photos.
A dedicated teacher (Hilary Swank) in a racially divided Los Angeles school has a class of at-risk teenagers deemed incapable of learning. Instead of giving up, she inspires her students to take an interest in their education and planning their future. She assigns reading material that relates to their lives and encourages them all to keep journals.
Rating: PG-13 (Some Thematic Material|Language|Violent Content)
Genre: Drama
Original Language: English
Director: Richard LaGravenese
Producer: Danny DeVito , Michael Shamberg , Stacey Sher
Writer: Richard LaGravenese
Release Date (Theaters): Jan 5, 2007  wide
Release Date (Streaming): Jun 15, 2011
Box Office (Gross USA): $36.6M
Runtime: 2h 3m
Distributor: Paramount Pictures
Production Co: MTV Films, Jersey Films, Double Feature Films, Paramount Pictures
Sound Mix: Dolby SRD, DTS, SDDS
Aspect Ratio: Flat (1.85:1)
Cast & Crew
Hilary Swank
Erin Gruwell
Patrick Dempsey
Scott Glenn
Imelda Staunton
Margaret Campbell
April L. Hernandez
Deance Wyatt
Vanetta Smith
John Benjamin Hickey
Brian Beskin
Pat Carroll
Hunter Parrish
Robert Wisdom
Kristin Herrera
Blake Hightower
Will Morales
Jaclyn Ngan
Richard LaGravenese
Danny DeVito
Michael Shamberg
Stacey Sher
Executive Producer
Tracy Durning
Jim Denault
Cinematographer
David Moritz
Film Editing
Margery Simkin
Laurence Bennett
Production Design
Peter Borck
Art Director
Linda Lee Sutton
Set Decoration
Cindy Evans
Costume Design
Original Music
News & Interviews for Freedom Writers
Box Office Guru Preview: Captain Jack and Captain Morgan Set Sail
Paramount, MTV Doing Bong Hits 4 Jesus
Box Office Guru Wrapup: "Stomp" Steps All Over New Releases
Critic Reviews for Freedom Writers
Audience reviews for freedom writers.
To a younger audience, the film's detailing of racial tension in Long Beach, USA is really quite hard-hitting, but to a more mature audience, Freedom Writers is a far more watered down account of racism and gang warfare, even sometimes stooping to "Step Up" levels of bittersweetness. I've still given it 3 stars out of 5 because whilst I feel it is inaccurate, the film was thoroughly enjoyable because of its young cast of talented unknowns and an extremely good performance from Hilary Swank with an insightful script to work with.

Yes it's corny, yes it's predictable, and yes these characters are as generic as ever, but that doesn't stop Freedom Writers from being extremely powerful, moving and inspirational. Hilary Swank does a great job in the lead here, but the unknown actors and actresses who play the Freedom Writers are the soul of the film; they are incredible. Apart from being predictable and square, this film had me crying and laughing at the same time, had me snickering and get angry at character that I disliked, and more than once made me want to jump and yell with joy. It's a must see film.
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An inspirational films that makes you cry.
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FREEDOM WRITERS (2007)
Directed by Richard LaGravenese
Starring Hilary Swank, Patrick Dempsey, Imelda Staunton and Scott Glenn
In a nutshell: A dedicated teacher in a racially divided Los Angeles school has a class of at-risk teenagers deemed incapable of learning. Instead of giving up, she inspires them to take an interest in their education and planning their future, much to the consternation of her fellow teachers as well as her family.

Hilary Swank is an inspirational high school teacher in FREEDOM WRITERS. © 2007 Double Feature Films − All right reserved.
It’s virtually impossible to leave a movie like FREEDOM WRITERS without being at least somewhat moved and at least halfway certain you’re going to go out and make a difference in the lives of everyone you meet.
In spite of its flaws, and there are many, this movie has gumption and heart and good old-fashioned spunk. But, as Lou Grant famously told Mary Richards, “I hate spunk!”
FREEDOM WRITERS is based on the true story of a first time teacher who lands a job at a once highly esteemed high school that has been inundated with racial tensions and gang violence. The movie open with Erin Gruwell, played by Oscar-winner Hilary Swank, meeting with the head of the English department, bright-eyed and bushy-tailed and ready to change some lives and teach some Homer.
Before you can say DANGEROUS MINDS , she walks into a classroom full of gang members, druggies and every minority stereotype you can imagine, and she quickly begins to question whether she has made the right decision to teach at Woodrow Wilson High School.
The rest of the film follows her attempts and eventual success in not only teaching them but changing their lives. Suffice it to say, if you’ve seen MR. HOLLAND’S OPUS or MUSIC OF THE HEART or TO SIR WITH LOVE , you’ll be able to guess where this film is heading after the first 20 minutes.
There is a lot to like in FREEDOM WRITERS , and I admittedly got teary-eyed not once but twice, which is very rare for me. I was particularly moved by a section of the film during which Mrs. G, as she becomes known, introduces her students to “The Diary of Anne Frank” .
That being said, I’m reviewing the film itself, not the good intentions it portrays, and I’m afraid it’s a mixed bag at best.

Mario is one of Hilary Swank’s students in FREEDOM WRITERS. © 2007 Double Feature Films − All right reserved.
Swank is an actress who needs a really great script and really great direction to succeed, such as her Oscar-winning performance in BOYS DON’T CRY and the underrated THE HOMESMAN . Here she seems a bit lost, and the performance becomes a bit one-note. The script doesn’t help much, as it turns Erin Gruwell into a flawless creature – you can almost see the halo resonating above her tailored business suits.
I immediately thought of MUSIC OF THE HEART , with which this film shares many similarities; however, Meryl Streep’s teacher in that film was three-dimensional, often irritating and obstinate in spite of her good intentions. Swank’s teacher here literally can do no wrong.
Even worse are the horribly underwritten, sometimes laughably bad supporting characters. The other teachers in the English department are such stock villainous characters, they practically do everything but twirl their oily handlebar moustaches. Imelda Staunton’s Mrs. Campbell appears to have a moment of redemption, but it is immediately forgotten in the next scene.
Patrick Dempsey is utterly wasted in a thankless role as Erin’s neglected husband. The whole subplot involving their marriage could easily have been extracted, and the last 20 minutes or so lose steam and seem to only exist to be able to provide an uplifting ending.
All that being said, this would actually be a good film for parents and children to watch together. Issues of gang violence, race relations and the importance of learning and education would be wonderful discussion points, particularly for younger teenagers. In fact, below you will find a worksheet that could provide a starting point for some good back and forth.
While not an all-out failure, I can’t help but feel ultimately disappointed because this material had so much potential and, in the right hands, could have been a truly memorable endeavor. Instead we’re left with MARY POPPINS mixed with a little Tupac.
Free Freedom Writers Discussion Worksheet

On the last Monday of each month, a group of bloggers participate in a #MovieMondayChallenge, hosted by C’mon Get Crafty! We decide on a topic, genre, or specific movie to use for inspiration and everyone gets free reign to create something wonderful!
Now let’s see what everyone else was inspired to create for this month’s #MovieMondayChallenge!! If you’d like to join our Facebook group, you can request an invite here .

Sara is a writer, speaker, and 100+ pound weight loss success story. Her website The Holy Mess reaches millions of readers. At Faithful Finish Lines Christian weight loss program, she helps women lose weight and grow in faith with an impressive 36,000+ completing free weight loss challenges under her guidance to date. Click here to read Sara's amazing 100 pound weight loss story. Feel free to send Sara a message here.
Reader Interactions

August 29, 2017 at 1:39 pm
I agree with your observations of HS needing a really good script or director. She can be very strong or very flat. Fair enough. Nice synopsis!

August 28, 2017 at 11:21 pm
I’ve never seen this movie, but I have heard about this. Would be fun to watch it with the kids and use your discussion sheet to talk about it.

August 28, 2017 at 9:56 pm
As a giant fan of Mr. Holland’s Opus with a side of love for Dangerous Minds, I think I may need to check this out!!

August 29, 2017 at 5:46 pm
I think you would love it!

August 28, 2017 at 12:20 pm
Thanks for the discussion sheet – it’s great to have questions other than what did you think?
August 29, 2017 at 6:19 pm
Thanks! Enjoy!
Leave a Reply Cancel reply
Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *
As seen on…

Let's Connect!
What are you searching for.
Screen Rant
Is freedom writers a true story the real erin gruwell explained.
Freedom Writers is about Erin Gruwell, a teacher who transformed the lives of inner-city students, and here's the real Freedom Writers true story.
	Freedom Writers is a powerful drama based on a true story that tackles the challenges and complexities of urban education.
	Erin Gruwell, the teacher portrayed in the movie, used innovative teaching methods to break down barriers in a racially divided school.
	The film accurately reflects the personal sacrifices Gruwell made in her commitment to teaching, including the strain it put on her marriage.

Freedom Writers , a poignant and powerful drama released in 2007, delves into the challenging yet transformative journey of a teacher and her students in a racially divided urban high school, and Freedom Writers is based on a true story. At the heart of the movie is Erin Gruwell (Hilary Swank), a young teacher brimming with idealism and determination. Set in the aftermath of the Los Angeles riots, the movie vividly captures the volatile atmosphere of the mid-1990s, where racial tensions and gang violence were rampant in schools. Gruwell, assigned to a class of students deemed "unteachable," faces the formidable task of breaking through the walls of hostility and distrust.
Freedom Writers is more than a mere inspirational teacher story ; it is a reflection of the challenges and complexities of urban education. It's a tale that transcends the typical classroom drama, delving into the lives of students battling with issues of race, violence, and survival. These themes are juxtaposed against Gruwell's own journey, as she evolves from a naive newcomer to a fierce advocate for her students. The film's impact lies in its ability to bring to light the often-overlooked struggles within the education system while celebrating the resilience of young minds. Freedom Writers also poses a significant question: How closely does the film align with the true story?

10 Best Hilary Swank Movies, According To Rotten Tomatoes
Freedom writers is based on the true story of erin gruwell.

Freedom Writers closely mirrors the true story of Erin Gruwell, a remarkable teacher whose unconventional methods transformed the lives of her students. Gruwell, fresh out of college and filled with idealism, stepped into Room 203 at Woodrow Wilson High School in Long Beach, California in 1994, not fully grasping the challenges ahead. The school, reeling from the aftermath of the Rodney King riots , was a hotbed of racial tension, gang violence, and deep-seated mistrust between students. Gruwell faced a class of students segregated along racial lines, hostile and disinterested in education. Unfazed, she embarked on a journey to break down these barriers.
Gruwell employed innovative teaching methods that included the use of journals and books like The Diary of Anne Frank, relating their contents to the students' own turbulent lives. This approach, though initially met with skepticism, gradually began to turn the tide, sparking interest and engagement among her students. Gruwell's real-life story is one of unwavering commitment and resilience; she recognized that traditional teaching methods were ineffective for her class of at-risk students, who were more preoccupied with survival in their neighborhoods than with academics. Determined to reach them, Gruwell introduced projects that encouraged students to express their thoughts and experiences through writing.
This initiative led to the creation of "The Freedom Writers Diary," a compilation of the students' powerful and raw journal entries. The film, while dramatizing certain aspects for cinematic effect, accurately captures the essence of Gruwell's extraordinary dedication. Her approach not only transformed the lives of her students but also challenged and changed the educational system's approach to dealing with at-risk youth. Through her story, both in real life and as depicted in Freedom Writers , Erin Gruwell emerged as a beacon of hope and a testament to the impact a devoted teacher can have on students who are otherwise written off by society.
Erin Gruwell’s Husband Really Did Leave Her Due To Her Commitment To Teaching
The personal sacrifices made by Erin Gruwell, as portrayed in Freedom Writers , indeed mirror her real-life experiences. Gruwell's unwavering commitment to her students did strain her marriage , ultimately leading to a divorce. Her husband, as depicted in the movie, struggled with the amount of time and emotional energy she devoted to her students, which took a toll on their relationship. This aspect of the film accurately reflects the personal cost that Gruwell had to bear in her pursuit of being a transformative educator, demonstrating the sometimes unseen sacrifices teachers make in their dedication to their students.

Patrick Dempsey's Best Performances, Ranked By Rotten Tomatoes
Erin gruwell didn’t work two part-time jobs just to buy her students books.

The narrative of Erin Gruwell working two part-time jobs in Freedom Writers captures her extraordinary commitment but slightly skews the reality of her endeavors. In truth, Gruwell's additional employment was primarily aimed at funding her graduate education . She was enrolled in a master's program at California State University, Long Beach, where she was simultaneously a student and a student teacher. Gruwell, ever determined to expand her own education and teaching skills, juggled her responsibilities at the university with her teaching role at Woodrow Wilson High School. One of her part-time jobs was at a hotel, where she worked tirelessly, often juggling long hours after her school day.
However, the movie's portrayal of Gruwell using her earnings to buy books for her students does hold a kernel of truth. While her primary goal with her extra jobs was to fund her own education, Gruwell indeed allocated a portion of her earnings to cover expenses for a trip to the Simon Wiesenthal Museum of Tolerance (via LA Times ). This was an investment in her students' education and a testament to her belief in their potential. Gruwell's decision to spend her hard-earned money on these resources highlights a pivotal aspect of her teaching philosophy: the importance of connecting educational material to her students' real-life experiences.

The 10 Best Movies Based On True Stories, According To Reddit
The speaker in freedom writers wasn’t an actual holocaust survivor (but holocaust survivors were in the movie).

In Freedom Writers , there's a memorable scene in which Holocaust survivor Miep Gies addresses Erin Gruwell's class. This powerful portrayal led audiences to believe that the woman really was Gies, but she was in fact a trained actor named Pat Carroll. However, Freedom Fighters does still feature Holocaust survivors , and they were the same survivors who shared their stories of resilience and survival with the real Freedom Writers students. Such experiences underscored Gruwell's commitment to not only educating her students academically but also enriching their understanding of humanity and compassion, lessons that extended far beyond the walls of the classroom.
Pat Carroll was an actor for 70 years before she passed away in 2022; Miep Gies passed away in 2010.
Erin Gruwell’s Real Pearls Story Is Significantly Different From The Movie

Freedom Writers includes a scene where Erin is advised to remove her pearl necklace before teaching, suggesting a potential cultural disconnect with her students. In reality, while Gruwell did wear pearls the first time she stepped foot in the school halls , there was no such incident. Nevertheless, the real Gruwell revealed in her book Teach with Your Heart that she did question whether her appearance might create a barrier with her students, reflecting on the subtle ways in which educators must navigate cultural and socio-economic differences in the classroom. This narrative in the film, though dramatized, underscores the real challenges faced by teachers in connecting with students from different backgrounds.
Freedom Writers Actor Armand Jones Was Killed In Real Life

Armand Jones, who portrayed Grant Rice, tragically echoed the film's themes of inner-city violence in his own life. In a cruel twist of fate that mirrored the struggles depicted in the movie, Jones was fatally shot in 2006 , just a few months following the completion of the film (via OC Register ). The incident occurred after a confrontation at a Denny’s restaurant in Anaheim, California, not far from Long Beach where Freedom Writers is set. Jones, only 18 years old at the time of his death, had delivered a poignant performance in the film, showcasing the potential and the plight of young people caught in the crossfires of urban violence.
The death of Armand Jones had a profound impact on the cast and crew of Freedom Writers , as well as its audience. It served as a grim reminder that the issues addressed in the movie were not just fictional scenarios but real-life challenges faced by many young people. Jones' talent and potential, so evident in his portrayal in the film, highlighted the tragic loss of so many young lives to senseless violence. This real-life tragedy reinforced the importance of the film's message and the work of educators like Erin Gruwell, who strive to make a difference in the lives of at-risk youth. Freedom Writers was dedicated to Jones' memory.
What Is The Real Erin Gruwell Doing Today?

Today, Erin Gruwell continues her legacy of transformative education. In 2000, she ran for Congress, declaring herself a Democratic candidate for the 38th Congressional District (via LA Times ), bringing her educational insights to the political arena. She dedicates her time to the Freedom Writers Foundation, a non-profit created to " inspire young, underprivileged students to pick up pens instead of guns ." Additionally, Gruwell authored a memoir, Teach with Your Heart , sharing her experiences and the profound lessons she learned through her journey as an educator. Following Freedom Writers , her ongoing work and advocacy continue to inspire and influence the field of education, demonstrating the lasting impact of her innovative teaching methods.
Where to Watch Freedom Writers
Sources: LA Times , Teach with Your Heart, OC Register , LA Times
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Review of “Freedom Writers” Essay (Movie Review)
This paper analyses a movie review “ Freedom Writers ”. The movie discussed how a tutor and one-hundred and fifty students utilized education to transform themselves and the surrounding world. Actually, the debate was a true incident.
“Freedom Writers” was an account how Gruwell, a high school tutor, trained students who were perceived illiterate. In fact, Gruwell taught students using the book of Filopvic Zlata and Anne Frank in order to educate students about importance of open-mindedness.
Students countered such lectures through making notes in their dairies. Moreover, students learnt how to handle violence and other pessimistic issues in their lives. Students made notes based on analysis they derived from the book of Zlata Filopvic and Anne Frank.
Actually, the movie was significant in teaching performance for multicultural education in United States. America has experienced increase of international students who need to pursue high quality education.
In fact, such response called for educational reforms in order to support all students from different cultural backgrounds. Indeed, Gruwell employed instructional polices which empowered every student to attain open-mindedness.
“ Freedom Writers ” was a film that intended to promote multiracial social rights that called for integration of international social values. Actually, Swank Hilary represented Gruwell in the film as a high school teacher. Swank was disappointed when she realized that her students were unteachable.
Moreover, Swank emphasized integration policy in education. Unfortunately, assimilation of various ethnicities discouraged students who eventually declined to attend lectures (Bennett, 2010). In addition, Swank encountered challenges with her fellow teachers who never allowed her to use the book of Filopvic Zlata and Anne Frank.
In fact, Swank was advised to teach students on discipline issues only. Actually, Swank discouraged racism through mentoring students about Holocaust experiences to the Jews in Germany. In fact, Swank captured students’ attention that began to writes note in their dairies.
Moreover, Swank invited several Jewish survivors to share their experiences with students. Holocaust experience was so negative that many Jewish people suffered because of racial prejudice. Swank encouraged students to continue their studies post high school level (Bennett, 2010).
Swank also emphasized need for cultural integration. Actually, people should not repeat Holocaust experience when Nazi regime persecuted Jewish community because of racism.
According to Bennett, Swank emphasized on multicultural education to develop democracy (2010). Actually, multicultural education was focused to promote high quality of academic attainment to all learners.
Indeed, Swank thought that multicultural education would promote optimistic self-value through provision of insight concerning cultural background, past information and importance of diversified society (Bennett, 2010). In fact, multicultural education would build prospect of American community to be pluralistic in nature.
In the modern world, students came from diverse languages, collective and cultural settings. Actually, there was a need to promote English in the multicultural education since the language has been commonly used as a second language both in remote and town regions.
Moreover, Swank viewed that multicultural education would enhanced critical analysis while discouraging cultural inequality. In fact, Bennett viewed that multicultural education would reform education programs to provide learners with equal opportunity for learning experiences and employment opportunities (2010).
Actually, Swank stressed on multicultural education that would promote five objectives: cultural integration, development of insight processes, discouragement of prejudice, empowerment of social values, and equality in educational opportunities.
Indeed, Bennett expressed that multicultural education has developed a notion that learners and their cultural experiences and backgrounds simultaneously are key focus in multicultural education (2010).
Actually, such kind of education needs to be adopted in a social context which promotes an integrated perception of knowledge. Multicultural education was therefore a device for instilling learners with self-esteem and empowerment of special and varied cultural origins.
Furthermore, Swank viewed that multicultural education adopted globalization as a social tool that integrated human being from various cultural origins (Bennett, 2010). Indeed, multicultural education emerged as a need for globalization in the entire world.
Indeed, multicultural education has offered a fairer education atmosphere for international students. Moreover, such education was important to enable international students to easily get engaged in new environment.
In fact, such kind of integrated education enabled international students to get opportunities in order to develop their knowledge (Bennett, 2010). Furthermore, when teachers endeavored to promote multicultural education, international students would definitely receive global perspectives.
Hilary Swank acted such kind of the movie to influence people positively in order to develop open-mindedness that would embrace globalization.
The aim of multicultural education was to train teachers to give out an effectual and useful knowledge to all students. Indeed, multicultural education was focused to provide holistic and integrated kind of education to every student (internationally and domestically) with equal opportunity to acquire global knowledge, regardless of cultural origin.
Bennett, C. I. (2010). Comprehensive Multicultural Education: Theory and Practice . 7 ed. Boston: Pearson College Div.
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Freedom writers film

This paper aims to make a Critical Discourse Analysis of the film "Freedom Writers" that was written and directed by Richard LaGravenese. Freedom Writers is an American drama film, it was released in 2007 and based on the book "The Freedom Writers Diary" by Erin Gruwell who is a creative and idealistic teacher. The main characters in the film are Erin Gruwell who is the teacher, Miss Campbell is the head of the English Department, Scott Casey is Erin's husband, Scott Gruwell is Erin's father and Erin's students in the classroom. Erin Gruwell is a white color teacher, she worked as an English teacher in high school on Long Beach, California. Her book is consisted of real dairies about her students' life. Critical discourse analysis helps in influencing and controlling the mind and action of people, since CDA examines the textual, strategies and mental structure involved in details (Dijk, 1995).
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FREEDOM WRITERS
"lighting candles in the darkness".

What You Need To Know:
(BBB, Ro, Fe, LLL, VV, A, M) Very strong moral worldview encourages young people to do the right thing, tell the truth, be kind, be polite, treat others with respect, gain knowledge about truth and apply it to your life and those around you, etc., with one positive mention of God (plus song talks about making a stand and promoting light and truth, and respected elderly woman encourages rapt students to light a candle in the darkness) and some light Romantic notions about the power of education to transform, but doing the right thing is emphasized most of the time so it's couched in a context of fulfilling good moral values, and, though the movie has a slightly liberal point of view about race relations and education, it's not politically correct because it generally avoids multiculturalism and the identity politics of envy of the current liberal left, but there's a silly feminist element in that the protagonist is married but writes "Ms." before her last name; 26 obscenities (including one to three "f" words with two seeming to be muffled if they occurred at all and one "s" word in lyric title over end credits), two strong profanities, and three light profanities; light references to gang violence such as one gunfight, gangs twice rough up teenage girl, man shot in chest (shown from long shot), fighting in classroom, a melee in the school yard, talk about the Holocaust but nothing really violent, TV scenes of 1992 riots in Los Angeles, and strong violent scene where teenage boy ducks gunfire and another teenage boy is hit in chest and there is a close up of the bloody hole in his chest with a pool of blood swelling from under his dead body (but nothing extremely graphic or really bloody); no sex scenes; no nudity; brief alcohol use with man drinking wine; no smoking but verbal references to drugs (nothing really implied and nothing depicted – movie is much more about the gang violence and hatred between ethnic groups); and, inner city gang activity and racism are very strongly rebuked, but a married couple gets divorced.
More Detail:
FREEDOM WRITERS is one of those movies about an idealistic but strong-willed teacher who transforms a chaotic class of hardened inner city youths. The movie is a little too slick and polished for its own good, but its positive, uplifting moral messages and interesting characters and situations echo the good qualities of such true classics as BLACKBOARD JUNGLE and STAND AND DELIVER.
Based on a true story, the movie stars Hillary Swank as Erin Gruwell, a young teacher who accepts a position teaching freshman and sophomore English at Woodrow Wilson High School in Long Beach, Calif. It’s two years after the Los Angeles riots in 1992, and Mrs. Gruwell is having trouble relating to her mixed freshman class of Hispanics, blacks, Asians, and one white student. The white student just wants to leave, and the Hispanics, blacks and Asians have taken their gang warfare from the streets into the classroom. They aren’t interested in her earnest attempts to discuss Homer, the Greek poet, or teach proper grammar.
When one Hispanic student draws a racist picture of one black student, Mrs. Gruwell angrily starts telling them about the horrors of racism through the historical prism of National Socialist Germany and its bigotry and genocide against the Jews. Adolf Hitler’s “gang” puts your gangs to shame, she tells her students. She realizes, however, that only one of the students knows anything about the Holocaust at all. So, she decides to rebuke their hatred of one another by teaching them about the Holocaust, and having them read THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK and write about their own experiences in a daily journal. Slowly, the students start to change, but Mrs. Gruwell’s efforts generate conflict with the backward thinking of her department head and with her husband, who just wants to forget about the outside world when he is home.
If FREEDOM WRITERS is a little too slick, it still contains enough heartfelt, provocative moments to become the first really good, entertaining movie of 2007 to be released. Though the movie’s emphasis on the efforts of a public school teacher is mostly secular and, hence, somewhat Romantic (see the definition below), the movie keeps returning to moral issues. Do the right thing, end the murderous violence, treat others with kindness and respect, and stop breaking up into hateful little tribes of angry racists, the movie repeatedly teaches. Thus, the focus of FREEDOM WRITERS is on positive moral values. This focus, which also strongly rebukes racism and inner city gang activity, is not only emotionally powerful and intellectually stimulating; it is also uplifting and entertaining. One of the most encouraging messages was the fact that the students gained knowledge about the truth and higher moral values, and then applied what they learned to their own lives and the people around them. This is exactly what happens when we place our faith in Jesus Christ, learn about His Way, Truth and Life in the Bible (John 14:6) and apply that faith, knowledge, hope, and, ultimately, love (1 Cor. 13:1 through 1 Cor. 14:1), through the renewing of our spirits by the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 12:2 and Galatians 5:22-26).
Finally, although FREEDOM WRITERS is slightly liberal and (more strongly) secular in its approach, it is not so offensively liberal or secular that a conservative or a Bible-believing Jew or Christian couldn’t enjoy the movie and its messages (in fact, today’s average left-leaning liberal and atheist probably will think the movie doesn’t go far enough at all). What is more offensive is the movie’s inclusion of too much foul language, but the foul language lessens as the teacher transforms her students for the better, morally speaking as well as psychologically speaking.
EDITOR’S NOTE: Romanticism teaches that Man is essentially good and noble, and civilization (by which Rousseau, the “father” of Romanticism, meant Christianity) corrupts man. Man is controlled by his “heart” and emotions, not by his intellect or logical mind, and education (usually divorced from God or gods and God’s transcendent moral law) can transform Man, as well as his society, for the “better.” Paganism and mob rule are related to Romanticism, though Romanticism is more consistent and avoids totemism. Romanticism is not related to the idea of romance, but is an idealistic worldview.
Now more than ever we’re bombarded by darkness in media, movies, and TV. Movieguide® has fought back for almost 40 years, working within Hollywood to propel uplifting and positive content. We’re proud to say we’ve collaborated with some of the top industry players to influence and redeem entertainment for Jesus. Still, the most influential person in Hollywood is you. The viewer.
What you listen to, watch, and read has power. Movieguide® wants to give you the resources to empower the good and the beautiful. But we can’t do it alone. We need your support.
You can make a difference with as little as $7. It takes only a moment. If you can, consider supporting our ministry with a monthly gift. Thank you.
Movieguide® is a 501c3 and all donations are tax deductible.
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"The honest reviews so we know the rating and why/content to make the best decision. " - Patricia
Movieguide® is a 501c3 and all donations are tax-deductible.
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