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Lord of the Flies Essay

Lord of the Flies
By william golding, lord of the flies essay questions.
In his introduction to William Golding's novel, novelist E.M. Forster suggests that Golding's writing "lays a solid foundation for the horrors to come." Using Forster's quote as a starting point, discuss how the novel foreshadows the murders of Simon and Piggy. Focus on two events or images from the novel's earlier chapters and describe how they anticipate the novel's tragic outcome.
Answer: The weather on the island grows increasingly more hostile and ominous as the novel's plot unfolds, Piggy's name suggests that he will be killed like an animal, and so on.
Many critics have read Lord of the Flies as a political allegory. In particular, they have considered the novel a commentary on the essential opposition between totalitarianism and liberal democracy. Using two or three concrete examples from the novel, show how the two political ideologies are figured in the novel, and then discuss which of the two you think Golding seems to favor.
Answer: The contrast between Ralph's group on the beach and Jack's tribe at Castle Rock represents the opposition between liberal democracy and totalitarianism. Golding presents the former as the superior system, demonstrated by the success of the assembly among Jack's group of boys and the ordered system that prioritizes the ongoing signal fire on the mountain, tactics that ensure the welfare of the entire group. Note, though, what happens in both groups over time.
Names and naming are important in Lord of the Flies. Many characters have names that allude to other works of literature, give insight into their character, or foreshadow key events. Discuss the significance of the names of, for instance, Sam and Eric, Piggy, and Simon. What does the character's name say about him and his significance? Use external sources as necessary.
Answer: Piggy's name, for example, indicates his inferior position within the social hierarchy of the island and foreshadows his eventual death at the hands of Jack's tribe. Simon was the name of Peter in the Bible. Jack might be named after John Marcher in Henry James's story The Beast in the Jungle , and so on.
Two major symbols in the novel are the conch shell and The Lord of the Flies (the pig's head on a stick). Analyze one or both of these symbols in terms of how they are perceived by the boys as well as what they symbolize for the reader.
Answer: The conch shell represents liberal democracy and order, as endorsed by Ralph and Piggy. The Lord of the Flies tends to represent an autocratic or a primitive order. Note the "exchange" of these objects at the novel's conclusion when the conch is smashed in Jack's camp and Ralph uses part of the Lord of the Flies as a weapon.
The children stranded on the island are all boys, and female characters are rarely discussed. How does this matter for the novel?
Answer: Gender difference is not explicitly discussed or represented in the novel, although femininity is symbolically present in the novel's representations of nature. Some of the male characters are "feminized" by the other boys when they are considered un-masculine or vulnerable. In a boys' choir, many boys have high voices that can sing parts normally reserved for females. It is unclear whether Jack's tribe would have become so violent (and nearly naked) if girls of the same age were on the island.
At the end of Chapter Eleven, Roger pushes Jack aside to descend on the bound twins "as one who wielded a nameless authority." Focusing on this quotation, discuss Roger's actions in Chapter Eleven in relation to Jack's power and political system.
Answer: Roger's actions towards the twins are unauthorized by Jack, indicating that Jack's own authority is under threat. Golding hints at a shift in the power system among Jack's tribe, which highlights the inherent flaws in Jack's system of military dictatorship.
Jack gains power over many of the boys by exploiting their fear of the mythical beast. How does Jack manipulate the myth of the beast to legitimize his authority?
Answer: Jack exploits the boys' fear of the beast to usurp leadership from Ralph, who stresses a rational approach to the presumed evil presence on the island. Within Jack's tribe, the beast continues to have a powerful symbolic and political significance among the boys, uniting them and ensuring their loyalty to Jack's leadership. When Jack first attempts to break away from Ralph's tribe, his authority is not recognized, but as the boys' fear of the beast increases, an increasing number defect from Ralph's group to Jack's, where the existence of the beast is not only acknowledged but is a central fact of day-to-day life.
By Chapter Three, the boys are divided into two groups: the older boys and the younger boys or "littluns." What role do the littluns have to play?
Answer: Consider especially the distinction between savagery and civilization.
What happens with the "littluns" registers the increasing brutality on the island. The earliest examples of violence in the novel are directed against the littluns, acts that foreshadow the violent events of later chapters. Moreover, characters who are kind to the littluns tend to remain most closely associated with civilization throughout the novel.
The novel's narrative action draws an increasingly firm line between savagery and civilization, yet the value of each becomes an issue in the conclusion, when Jack's fire saves the boys. Using these terms, what is the novel suggesting about human nature, evil, and human civilization?
Answer: The naval officer is a military figure, which reminds the reader that "civilized" societies also engage in violence and murder. Evil seems to be a force that threatens human nature and human civilization--from within. Still, evil is associated primarily with savagery and the worse part of our natures.
How does the novel reflect the Cold War and the public's concerns about the conflict between democracy and communism? Does the novel take a side? (Remember to cite all of your research sources in your bibliography.)
Answer: The Cold War was primarily between the democratic U.S. and its allies on the one hand, and the communist U.S.S.R. and its allies on the other hand. The initial events of the novel, following a group of boys in the aftermath of a terrible nuclear war, reflect and capitalize on widespread anxiety about the arms race for destructive atomic weapons. Ralph comes to represent the West and its values, while Jack comes to represent the enemy.

Lord of the Flies Questions and Answers
The Question and Answer section for Lord of the Flies is a great resource to ask questions, find answers, and discuss the novel.
What does Ralph recall hearing From Simon and seeing in the sky ?
The boys would see cargo planes in the sky and fishing boats in the sea.
Wooden huts on or near the beach are not called……
I'm not sure what you are looking for here, perhaps "shelters".
Why was Jack impressed with the site of the rocky ledge?
Jack was impressed with the site because he thought it the perfect site to build a fort.
Study Guide for Lord of the Flies
Lord of the Flies study guide contains a biography of William Golding, literature essays, quiz questions, major themes, characters, and a full summary and analysis.
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An Essay on Golding's Lord of the Flies: A Post-colonial Reading.

Lord of the Flies is Eurocentric and Anglophone and gives scope for deconstruction as proved by this paper in a surprising twist,
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Essays on Lord of The Flies
Choosing the right essay topic is a crucial step in your academic journey. It's an opportunity to explore your creativity, delve into personal interests, and engage with the themes and ideas presented in the novel Lord of the Flies by William Golding. We aim to provide you with a variety of essay topics, introduction paragraph examples, and conclusion paragraph examples for different essay types. Remember, a well-chosen topic can make your essay more engaging and insightful.
Essay Types and Topics
Argumentative essays.
In argumentative essays, you'll analyze and present arguments related to the novel. Here are some topic examples:
	1. The role of fear in the descent into savagery on the island.
	2. The symbolism of the "beast" in Lord of the Flies and its impact on the characters.

Example Introduction Paragraph for an Argumentative Essay: In William Golding's Lord of the Flies , the pervasive fear among the stranded boys serves as a catalyst for their descent into savagery. This essay explores the profound influence of fear on the characters and the consequences it has on their civilization, ultimately demonstrating the fragile nature of human society on the isolated island.
Example Conclusion Paragraph for an Argumentative Essay: In conclusion, the exploration of fear in Lord of the Flies highlights its ability to unravel the thin threads of civilization. Through the lens of Golding's narrative, we see how fear can lead individuals to abandon reason and morality. As we reflect on this gripping tale, we must consider the implications of fear in our own lives and societies, striving for a world where humanity remains steadfast in the face of adversity.
Compare and Contrast Essays
In compare and contrast essays, you'll examine the similarities and differences within the novel or between it and other literary works. Consider these topics:
	1. Compare and contrast the leadership styles of Ralph and Jack.
	2. Analyze the parallels between Lord of the Flies and George Orwell's Animal Farm in terms of power and control.

Example Introduction Paragraph for a Compare and Contrast Essay: The comparison between the leadership styles of Ralph and Jack in William Golding's Lord of the Flies provides valuable insights into the dynamics of human leadership and its consequences. This essay delves into the contrasting approaches taken by these two characters and their impact on the island's civilization.
Example Conclusion Paragraph for a Compare and Contrast Essay: In conclusion, the juxtaposition of Ralph's democratic leadership and Jack's authoritarian rule in Lord of the Flies serves as a powerful commentary on the complexities of human governance. By examining these characters in parallel, we gain a deeper understanding of leadership dynamics and their consequences both in fiction and the real world.
Descriptive Essays
Descriptive essays in the context of Lord of the Flies allow you to vividly depict settings, characters, or events. Here are some topic ideas:
	1. Describe the lush beauty of the island in detail.
	2. Paint a picture of the transformation in the appearance and behavior of the characters as they descend into savagery.

Example Introduction Paragraph for a Descriptive Essay: The lush and untouched beauty of the island in William Golding's Lord of the Flies serves as a captivating backdrop for the unfolding drama of the stranded boys. This essay aims to provide a sensory and detailed exploration of the island, evoking the senses and immersing the reader in its natural wonders.
Example Conclusion Paragraph for a Descriptive Essay: In conclusion, the vivid description of the island in Lord of the Flies not only serves as a beautiful canvas but also mirrors the fragile balance of nature and humanity. Through this exploration, we are reminded of the profound connection between our environment and our actions.
Persuasive Essays
Persuasive essays allow you to argue a point of view related to the novel. Consider these persuasive topic examples:
	1. Persuade your readers that the conch shell symbolizes the only hope for order and civilization on the island.
	2. Argue for or against the idea that the boys' descent into savagery is inevitable given their circumstances.

Example Introduction Paragraph for a Persuasive Essay: The conch shell in William Golding's Lord of the Flies has been a symbol of order and democracy. This essay takes a persuasive stance in advocating for the significance of the conch as the beacon of hope for maintaining civilization and harmony on the isolated island.
Example Conclusion Paragraph for a Persuasive Essay: In conclusion, the persuasive argument in favor of the conch shell as a symbol of order and civilization underscores the importance of symbols in society and their ability to rally individuals around shared values. As we reflect on the power of the conch, we are reminded of the delicate balance between chaos and order in the human experience.
Narrative Essays
Narrative essays offer you the opportunity to tell a story or share personal experiences related to the themes of Lord of the Flies . Explore these narrative essay topics:
	1. Narrate your own survival story as a character stranded on the same island as the boys in the novel.
	2. Share a personal experience where you faced a moral dilemma similar to those encountered by the characters in the story.

Example Introduction Paragraph for a Narrative Essay: Imagine finding yourself on the same remote island as the characters in William Golding's Lord of the Flies . In this narrative essay, we embark on a journey where I, as a fellow survivor, recount the challenges and moral dilemmas faced while striving for survival and maintaining humanity in our isolated microcosm.
Example Conclusion Paragraph for a Narrative Essay: In conclusion, the narrative of my survival journey on the island parallels the timeless themes explored by Golding in Lord of the Flies . It serves as a testament to the human spirit's resilience and the constant struggle to balance our innate instincts with our moral compass. Through this narrative, we are reminded of the enduring relevance of these themes in our lives.
The Significance of Lord of The Flies: Examining Human Nature and Society
Man’s inherent evil in the lord of the flies by william golding, made-to-order essay as fast as you need it.
Each essay is customized to cater to your unique preferences
+ experts online
The Issue of Fear in The Lord of The Flies by William Golding
Greed, fear, and savagery in the lord of the flies by william golding, depiction of humans as inherently evil in the lord of the flies, negative consequences of fear in "lord of the flies" by william golding, let us write you an essay from scratch.
	450+ experts on 30 subjects ready to help
	Custom essay delivered in as few as 3 hours

Symbolism in The Lord of The Files
The concept of power and its representation in the lord of the flies, the ralph's leadership in the lord of the flies by william golding, a situationist perspective on the psychology of evil, get a personalized essay in under 3 hours.
Expert-written essays crafted with your exact needs in mind
The Water Metaphor and Its Multiple Interpretations in Golding's Novel
Piggy's wisdom and humanity in lord of the flies, the frightening character of jack in lord of the flies, the savagery discourse and how it is pictured in lord of the flies, the analysis of the fictional novel "lord of the flies" by william golding, the defects of human nature in the lord of the flies, the link between symbolism and theme in lord of the flies, the complexity of the littluns in lord of the flies, lord of the flies by golding : the light in the dark, the theme of power in kindred by octavia butler and lord of the flies by william golding, the analysis of lord of the flies, the summary of the lord of the flies, theme of savagery versus civilization in lord of the flies, boys' transformation into savagery in lord of the flies, symbolism in "lord of the flies" by william golding, lord of the flies: the end of innocence, civilisation versus savagery in the lord of the flies, civilization vs. savagery in "lord of the flies" by william golding, plot summary of william golding's lord of the flies, boys' behavior in the lord of the flies by william golding.
17 September 1954, William Golding
Allegorical novel
Ralph, Piggy, Jack, Simon, twins Sam and Eric
William Golding wrote "Lord of the Flies" as a response and counterpoint to R.M. Ballantyne's youth novel "The Coral Island" published in 1857. While Ballantyne's novel presented a romanticized portrayal of young boys stranded on an uninhabited island, depicting them as cooperative and civilized, Golding sought to challenge this idealistic view. Golding was dissatisfied with the notion that children, when left to their own devices, would naturally form a harmonious and idyllic society. He believed that human nature was inherently flawed and prone to darkness and savagery, even in the absence of adult supervision. "Lord of the Flies" served as a critique of the optimistic perspective presented in "The Coral Island," aiming to explore the potential for moral degradation and the loss of innocence in a primal environment.
Innocence, Friendship, Childhood, Fear, Anger, Allegories.
The story follows a group of British boys who find themselves stranded on a deserted island after their plane crashes during a wartime evacuation. Without any adult supervision, the boys must establish their own society and survive until rescue arrives. Initially, the boys attempt to create order and maintain a sense of civilization by electing a leader, Ralph, and establishing rules. However, as time passes, the inherent savagery within some of the boys begins to emerge. Jack, the antagonist, gradually rebels against Ralph's leadership and forms his own tribe, indulging in hunting and violence. The conflict between Ralph and Jack symbolizes the battle between order and chaos, reason and instinct. As the boys succumb to their primal instincts, they gradually lose their sense of morality and descent into brutality. The novel explores themes of power, the loss of innocence, and the darkness that resides within all individuals. Ultimately, the arrival of a naval officer interrupts the boys' descent into savagery, revealing the horrors they have unleashed upon themselves.
"Lord of the Flies" by William Golding is set on a deserted tropical island in the midst of an unspecified global war. The location remains undisclosed, allowing the focus to be on the boys' struggle for survival rather than the specific geopolitical context. The island itself is described as a paradise, with its lush vegetation, beautiful beaches, and abundant resources. The island serves as an isolated microcosm where the boys' behavior unfolds without the influence of adult society. It becomes a blank canvas upon which the boys project their own fears, desires, and conflicts. The absence of adults and external authority creates a vacuum that allows the boys to establish their own social order and rules.
Symbolism (the conch shell, the signal fire, the beast, etc.), allegory (the boys' descent into savagery and the struggle for power), foreshadowing (the appearance of the sow's head), irony, imagery.
"Lord of the Flies" has had a significant influence on literature and popular culture since its publication. The novel's exploration of the darkness within human nature and its commentary on the fragility of civilization continue to resonate with readers worldwide. One notable influence of "Lord of the Flies" is its impact on dystopian and post-apocalyptic literature. The story's portrayal of a society descending into chaos and the exploration of power dynamics have influenced numerous works in this genre, such as Suzanne Collins' "The Hunger Games" and Margaret Atwood's "The Handmaid's Tale." The novel has also had a profound influence on the study of human behavior and psychology. It raises important questions about the nature of evil, the role of society in shaping individuals, and the impact of isolation on human relationships. These themes have sparked discussions and academic analyses across disciplines, including psychology, sociology, and philosophy. Furthermore, "Lord of the Flies" has become a cultural touchstone, frequently referenced in various forms of media, including films, television shows, and music. Its enduring popularity and ability to provoke introspection and critical thinking contribute to its ongoing influence in contemporary society.
One notable adaptation of "Lord of the Flies" is the 1963 film directed by Peter Brook, which brought the story to life on the big screen. The film received critical acclaim for its raw portrayal of the boys' descent into savagery and its faithful adaptation of the novel's themes. The novel has also inspired theatrical productions, with stage adaptations being performed in different parts of the world. These adaptations provide a unique opportunity to experience the story in a live setting, further emphasizing the intensity and psychological depth of the narrative. Furthermore, the influence of "Lord of the Flies" can be seen in popular culture references, such as television shows, music, and literature. Its impact has sparked discussions and inspired creative works that explore similar themes of civilization, power, and human nature.
1. William Golding expressed dissatisfaction with his own work, describing his novel as dull and unrefined, a sentiment he later expressed in interviews and private conversations. 2. The impact of "Lord of the Flies" extends globally, as the book has been translated into more than 30 languages, allowing readers from diverse cultures to engage with its themes and messages. 3. Before finding a publishing home, "Lord of the Flies" faced considerable rejection, with publishers rejecting the manuscript a staggering 21 times. This highlights the initial challenges Golding faced in getting his work recognized. 4. Esteemed author Stephen King has publicly expressed his admiration for "Lord of the Flies," identifying it as one of his favorite books. King's endorsement speaks to the lasting influence and appeal of Golding's work. 5. "Lord of the Flies" has served as a source of inspiration for a range of musicians across different genres, including rap and metal. Bands like Iron Maiden have drawn inspiration from the novel, incorporating its themes and imagery into their music. 6. "Lord of the Flies" holds a significant place among the most banned books in the United States. Its exploration of dark themes and depiction of violence has led to challenges and attempts to restrict its availability in educational settings.
“Ralph wept for the end of innocence, the darkness of man's heart, and the fall through the air of the true, wise friend called Piggy.” “The thing is - fear can't hurt you any more than a dream.” “Maybe there is a beast… maybe it's only us.” “What are we? Humans? Or animals? Or savages?” “We've got to have rules and obey them. After all, we're not savages. We're English, and the English are best at everything.”
The novel "Lord of the Flies" holds a significant place in literary discourse and continues to captivate readers across generations. Exploring timeless themes of human nature, morality, power, and civilization, it presents a compelling narrative that provokes introspection and critical analysis. Writing an essay about "Lord of the Flies" allows one to delve into the complexities of human behavior, the fragility of societal structures, and the potential for darkness within individuals. The novel's depiction of the descent into savagery and the loss of innocence offers a profound examination of the human condition. Moreover, "Lord of the Flies" serves as a cautionary tale, urging readers to reflect on the consequences of unchecked power, societal breakdown, and the thin veneer of civilization. It prompts discussions on leadership, group dynamics, and the inherent conflicts that arise in challenging circumstances. By exploring the multifaceted layers of the story, an essay on "Lord of the Flies" allows students to sharpen their critical thinking skills, analyze complex themes, and engage in meaningful conversations about the darker aspects of human nature and society. It remains a relevant and thought-provoking piece of literature that invites examination and interpretation from various perspectives.
1. Bhalla, R., & Kowalski, C. (2017). What Lord of the Flies teaches us about primitive defence mechanisms and societal discontent. https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/the-british-journal-of-psychiatry/article/what-lord-of-the-flies-teaches-us-about-primitive-defence-mechanisms-and-societal-discontent/348B50D2158ABAC55B3E94B2DB6F20BA The British Journal of Psychiatry, 210(3), 189-189. 2. Tippetts, C. S. (1926). The End of the Par Collection Litigation. The American Economic Review, 16(4), 610–621. (https://www.jstor.org/stable/2) 3. Alnajm, A. L. (2015). The main themes in Lord of the Flies. International Journal of English and Literature, 6(6), 98-102. (https://academicjournals.org/journal/IJEL/article-full-text/011E73A53478) 4. Gilfillan, James (1963) "Review: "Lord of the Flies"," Calliope (1954-2001): Vol. 10 , Article 25. (https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/calliope/vol10/iss1/25) 5. Arnold Kruger (1999) Golding's Lord of the Flies, The Explicator, 57:3, 167-169. (https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00144949909596859?journalCode=vexp20) 6. Chougule, R. B., & Hanash, M. M. SCARCE LIFE BETWEEN LEADERSHIP AND NATURE OF SAVAGERY IN WILLIAM GOLDING'S LORD OF THE FLIES. (https://www.literaryendeavour.org/files/9x6upa7d5i55pltczctm/2020-01%2007%20SCARCE%20LIFE%20BETWEEN%20LEADERSHIP%20AND%20NATURE%20OF%20SAVAGERY%20IN%20WILLIAM%20GOLDING%E2%80%99S%20LORD%20OF%20THE%20FLIES%20%20-%20Dr.%20R.%20B.%20Chougule%20&%20Manee%20M.%20Hanash.pdf) 7. Kabra, S. (2021). Lord of the Flies: International Intellectual Property Laws. UC Davis J. Int'l L. & Pol'y, 28, 1. (https://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?handle=hein.journals/ucdl28÷=4&id=&page=) 8. Burgess, J. (1963). Lord of the Flies by Peter Brook, Lewis Allen, Dana Hodgdon. (https://online.ucpress.edu/fq/article-abstract/17/2/31/38032/Review-Lord-of-the-Flies-by-Peter-Brook-Lewis)
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ELA  /  9th Grade  /  Unit 10: Lord of the Flies
Lord of the Flies
Students read and discuss William Golding's classic novel Lord of the Flies along with several non-fiction articles and poems, debating the question of the fundamental goodness/evil of human beings.
This unit has been archived. To view our updated curriculum, visit our 9th Grade English course.
	Text and Materials

Composition Projects
Unit summary.
William Golding’s classic novel, Lord of the Flies , will serve as the central novel of this unit. Students will also read a number of non-fiction articles, poems, and short pieces of fiction that investigate the human condition. A quotation from William Golding—“Look out. The evil is in all of us.”—acts as the central question of the unit, with students debating his statements about human nature and considering their positions on the fundamental goodness/evilness of human beings. Some of the thematic topics addressed are: the nature of evil, survival, order versus chaos and loss of innocence. 
This novel is written in a more archaic style than that of the other novels read this year. Exposure to unfamiliar phrases, expressions, and sentence structures will strengthen students’ abilities to tackle unfamiliar archaic texts in the future. Additionally, the ways in which Golding draws on biblical stories and allusions will be an area of focus, as will interpreting Golding’s use and development of symbols to convey meaning. The symbolic significance of the forest, ocean, conch, fire, “littluns,” smoke, glasses and the “Beast” will be investigated throughout the unit.
As the end of the year approaches, it is crucial that students get more practice independently analyzing and drawing conclusions from literature. As such, much of the reading should be done independently, with the teacher monitoring annotations and intervening only when absolutely necessary—checking less for the basic “what’s happening” and more for the “so what?” or “what does this mean?”
Major symbols: forest, huts, ocean, conch, “littluns”, fire, smoke, glasses, “Beast”, “Lord of the Flies”
At Match, students have a Composition class 4 days per week in addition to English class. Below, we have included Supplementary Composition Projects to reflect the material covered in our Composition course. For teachers who are interested in including these Composition Projects but do not have a separate Composition course, we have included a “Suggested Placement” to note where these projects would most logically fit into the English unit. While the Composition Projects may occasionally include content unrelated to English 9, most have both a skill and content connection to the work students are doing in their English 9 class.
In the literature lessons of this unit, students will analyze Lord of the Flies as well as a variety of poems and articles. While there are many thematic topics woven throughout the unit and novel, these supplemental Composition Projects will focus on the question that seems to be at the heart of the novel - are human beings fundamentally good or fundamentally evil? Students will write one literary analysis essay based on the novel and two narrative pieces that are thematically connected. In all three cases, students will focus on the same writing focus areas. These areas are mostly spiraling from the earlier units, providing students with opportunities to apply their writing skills to new projects. For the final essay, students will be asked to integrate evidence from at least two sources.

Texts and Materials
Some of the links below are Amazon affiliate links. This means that if you click and make a purchase, we receive a small portion of the proceeds, which supports our non-profit mission.
Core Materials
Book:  Lord of the Flies by William Golding (Perigee Books, Reissue edition, 2003)
Supporting Materials
Article:  “William Golding Obituary”
Slide Presentation:  Stanford Prison Experiment
Poem:  “Picture of Childhood” by Yevgeny Yevtushenko
Poem:  “All There is To Know About Adolf Eichmann” by Leonard Cohen
Photo:  School photo of William Golding
Article:  “Freud's Theory of the Id, Ego, and Superego” by CommonLit Staff (CommonLit.org)
Article:  “Andes Flight Disaster”
Article:  “Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs” by CommonLit Staff (CommonLit.org)
Book:  Genesis 2 (New International Version)
Book:  Genesis 3 (New International Version)
Book:  The Gospel of Matthew (New International Version)
This assessment accompanies Unit 10 and should be given on the suggested assessment day or after completing the unit.
Download Content Assessment
Download Content Assessment Answer Key
Intellectual Prep
Suggestions for how to prepare to teach this unit
	Read and annotate the novel with the key thematic questions in mind.
	Consider both key thematic questions and all of the possible sub-questions that students might pose or grapple with: Are human beings fundamentally good or evil? What makes a society functional/dysfunctional? What is the relationship between order and chaos?
	Read and annotate all paired texts.
	Take the unit exam and write a draft response to the essay prompt.

Essential Questions
The central thematic questions addressed in the unit or across units
	Are human beings fundamentally good or fundamentally evil?
	What makes a society functional? Dysfunctional?
	What is the relationship between order and chaos? (The words civilization and savagery could be substituted for order and chaos if desired.)
	How does an author use symbolism and allusion to convey theme?

Writing Focus Areas
Specific skills to focus on when giving feedback on writing assignments
English Lessons Writing Focus Areas
The suggested writing focus for this unit is the writing of clear and complex thesis statements and introductions that are then supported throughout the essay. If students have mastered this skill or the data is revealing another crucial area of focus, the teacher may choose to amend this suggested focus area.
	There are no specific narrative assignments prescribed in this unit plan. For homework or as a Do Now, the teacher should include assignments that ask students to rewrite specific episodes of the text from a particular character’s perspective.
	In addition to the focus on the thesis and introduction portions of our Composition Writing Rubric, this unit should include spiraled review of relevant and specific evidence as well as diction portions of the rubric.

Composition Projects Writing Focus Areas
Students will write a mix of literary analysis and narrative pieces in this unit, applying the writing skills they have practiced throughout the year. 
	Thesis: Includes a clear and relevant thesis statement 
	Analysis: Demonstrates clear and logical reasoning
	Evidence: Draws relevant evidence to support position 
	Diction: Uses advanced and specific vocabulary 
	Professionally Revised: Complete and follows guidelines. Adequate revisions

Related Teacher Tools:
Grades 9-12 Composition Writing Rubric
Literary terms, text-based vocabulary, idioms and word parts to be taught with the text
Literary Terms
allegory, dystopia, theme, symbol, dramatic irony, irony, power dynamics, allusion, conflict, archetype
Roots and Affixes
in-, multi-
apprehension (11), specious (11), immersed (13), obscure (22), mirage (14), clamor (22), ascent (26), incredulous (29), enmity (14), eccentric (19), rational (36), martyr (38), errant (38), incompetence (40), subside (41), inscrutable (49 and 177), primitive (49), assented (42), furtive (49), tirade (45), conditioned (62), timid (63), tacit (65), resent (72), reverence (78), contempt (85) and contemptuously (101), relentless (101), oppressive ( 102), exasperation ( 102), antagonism (118), infuriating (121), diminishing ( 123), indignant (128), assurance (129), assured (132), dreadful (135), sufficiency (141), misguided ( 143), intersperse (146), inaudible (153), gesticulating/gestures (156 and 157), composite (166), luminous (169 and 174), timidly (171), multitudinous (173), incantation (180), inimical (187), ululation/ululating ( 189 and 191), scorched (202)
Idioms and Cultural References
“Lord of the Flies”; a wave of fear, closed circuit, storm of laughter, piggy in the middle
Content Knowledge and Connections
Fishtank ELA units related to the content in this unit.
Having general background knowledge on World War II and the destruction caused by this war will serve as a useful backdrop for students’ understanding of this text.
Explain how Golding’s experiences impacted his writing.
Formulate a position on some of the central thematic questions posed by the novel.
	“Picture of Childhood”
	Stanford Prison Experiment
	“All There is To Know...”

Evaluate Golding’s opinion of humanity.
Describe the power-dynamic between Ralph and Piggy by closely analyzing the author’s diction and descriptions.
	Photo of Golding
	Lord of the Flies pp. 14 – 21

Analyze word choice and characterization to draw conclusions about characters (Ralph, Piggy, Jack Merridew, the choir), evaluate the dynamics between them and make predictions about what the characters represent.
Summarize non-fiction and make connections between the non-fiction article and the novel.
Identify evidence of theme, power dynamics, symbols, conflict, etc.
Closely read a portion of the text in order to analyze the author’s word choice.
Analyze how the author uses and develops symbols to convey important ideas.
Read the article independently, drawing connections between the article and the novel.
Consider how Golding is developing the major themes of the novel, and to compare that with how the author of the article develops the same theme.
Track major symbols/characters and explain how their development reveals theme.
Trace the escalating conflict between Jack and Ralph.
Explain Simon’s symbolic significance on pages 55 and 57.
Analyze specific lines of text and use them to draw conclusions about the theme of order and chaos.
Explain how Golding develops the theme of chaos vs. order in pages 64-75.
Identify the most important lines in this section of text and explain what makes the line significant.
Explain Freud’s theory of mind and define the three parts of the subconscious brain. Students will also be able to evaluate the major characters of the novel based on Freud’s archetypes.
Analyze the symbol of the Beast and explain the role it plays in the novel.
Describe the growing conflict between Ralph and Jack.
Explain how Ralph’s internal conflict is developing.
	Lord of the Flies pp. 124 – 132
	Genesis 3 (New International Version)

Draw parallels between the biblical story of “The Fall of Man” and the boys’ experiences on the island.
Explain the symbolism of the Lord of the Flies and the significance of Simon’s interaction with him.
	Lord of the Flies pp. 145 – 154
	The Gospel of Matthew (New International Version) — Matthew 27:32-56, The Crucifixion of Jesus

Explain the ways in which Simon can be understood to be the “Christ” figure in the novel.
Analyze the language Golding uses to describe the fight between the tribes of Ralph and Jack, making inferences about the author’s purpose.
Analyze Golding’s development of Piggy as a character and his significance in the novel.
Analyze specific excerpts of Chapter 12 and explain how they help to develop Golding’s message and themes.
Create a free account to access thousands of lesson plans.
Already have an account? Sign In
(ON DEMAND)
Write a journal entry from the perspective of Piggy in which you reflect on your relationship with your friend Ralph and your current situation.
An effective essay:
	uses relevant evidence and details from the text, including establishing the setting;
	accurately portrays the relationship and power dynamics between Piggy and Ralph;
	is written in a tone and style that reflect Piggy’s character; and
	uses specific and relevant diction to develop the narrative.

L.9-10.6 W.9-10.3 W.9-10.4 W.9-10.6
In Lord of the Flies , William Golding uses characterization to reveal both conflict and theme. Explain how Golding uses the characters of Ralph and Jack, as well as the relationship between the two boys, to develop the central conflict of the novel. Support your answer with evidence from the novel.
	includes a clear, relevant, and complete thesis statement;
	demonstrates clear and logical reasoning;
	draws relevant evidence to support position and provide context;
	uses advanced and specific vocabulary; and
	is professionally revised.

W.9-10.1.a W.9-10.1.b W.9-10.2.a W.9-10.2.b W.9-10.4 W.9-10.5 W.9-10.6 W.9-10.9
“Look out. The evil is in all of us.” This statement was made by William Golding as he reflected on human nature in the aftermath of World War II. Summarize the meaning of his statement and explain whether you agree or disagree with Golding’s premise. Use examples from the novel Lord of the Flies , other poems and readings from this unit, and/or your own experiences to support your answer.
	includes a thesis statement that previews what is to come;
	summarizes Golding’s statement and states a clear position;
	supports the position with relevant evidence from multiple sources;

SL.9-10.1 W.9-10.2.a W.9-10.2.b W.9-10.4 W.9-10.6
Common Core Standards
Core standards.
The content standards covered in this unit
Language Standards
L.9-10.5 — Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
L.9-10.6 — Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Reading Standards for Informational Text
RI.9-10.2 — Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
Reading Standards for Literature
RL.9-10.1 — Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RL.9-10.2 — Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
RL.9-10.3 — Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
RL.9-10.4 — Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).
RL.9-10.5 — Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.
Speaking and Listening Standards
SL.9-10.1 — Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9—10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
Writing Standards
W.9-10.1 — Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
W.9-10.1.a — Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
W.9-10.1.b — Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience's knowledge level and concerns.
W.9-10.2 — Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
W.9-10.2.a — Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
W.9-10.2.b — Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic.
W.9-10.2.d — Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic.
W.9-10.3 — Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
W.9-10.4 — Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
W.9-10.5 — Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.
W.9-10.6 — Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology's capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.
W.9-10.9 — Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
W.9-10.10 — Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Gender and Power in The Taming of the Shrew
Request a Demo
See all of the features of Fishtank in action and begin the conversation about adoption.
Learn more about Fishtank Learning School Adoption.
Contact Information
School information, what courses are you interested in, are you interested in onboarding professional learning for your teachers and instructional leaders, any other information you would like to provide about your school.

Effective Instruction Made Easy
Access rigorous, relevant, and adaptable ELA lesson plans for free


Lord of the Flies
William golding, everything you need for every book you read..

The " beast " is a symbol Golding uses to represent the savage impulses lying deep within every human being. Civilization exists to suppress the beast. By keeping the natural human desire for power and violence to a minimum, civilization forces people to act responsibly and rationally, as boys like Piggy and Ralph do in Lord in the Flies . Savagery arises when civilization stops suppressing the beast: it's the beast unleashed. Savages not only acknowledge the beast, they thrive on it and worship it like a god. As Jack and his tribe become savages, they begin to believe the beast exists physically—they even leave it offerings to win its favor to ensure their protection. Civilization forces people to hide from their darkest impulses, to suppress them. Savages surrender to their darkest impulses, which they attribute to the demands of gods who require their obedience.
Savagery and the "Beast" ThemeTracker

Savagery and the "Beast" Quotes in Lord of the Flies
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COMMENTS
	PDF Lord of the Flies
LORD OF THE FLIES a novel by WILLIAM GOLDING Contents 1. The Sound of the Shell 2. Fire on the Mountain 3. Huts on the Beach 4. Painted Faces and Long Hair 5. Beast from Water 6. Beast from Air 7. Shadows and Tall Trees 8. Gift for the Darkness 9. A View to a Death 10. The Shell and the Glasses 11. Castle Rock 12.




	PDF LORD OF THE FLIES: ESSAY QUESTIONS
1. Develop an explanation of why some critics feel that Golding's main themes are that there is no hope for mankind, or that evil is an inborn trait of mankind. Be sure to use examples from the book. 2. Identify the most significant symbol in the novel and justify your choice.




	Lord of the Flies Essay (pdf)
ENGLISH 101 Subject English Date Feb 5, 2024 Pages 5 Uploaded by MateFrogPerson924 on coursehero.com Home Lord of the Flies Imagine a group of young boys who have just crash-landed on a deserted tropical island with no adults or supervision.




	Lord of the Flies: A+ Student Essay: Would Piggy Have Made a Good
Lord of the Flies Questions & Answers What is the conch and what does it symbolize? How does Simon die? Why does Jack start his own tribe? Do the boys get rescued from the island? Why is Ralph chosen to be the chief? Why does Jack think he should be the chief? Why are Piggy's glasses important? Who is the first boy to die on the island?




	How to Write an Essay on Lord of the Flies
Grade 12 Excerpt As you get started on an essay about Lord of the Flies, you will want to reflect on the major characters, themes, and quotations that stand out. As an example, the characters...




	PDF Lord of the Flies
Lord of the Flies W illiam Goldillg Despite its later popularity, William Golding's Lord of the Flies was only a modest success when it was first published in England in 1954, and it 1954 sold only 2,383 copies in the United States in 1955 before going out of print. Critical reviews and British word of mouth were positive enough, how-




	Lord of the Flies Study Guide
Intro Plot Summary & Analysis Themes Quotes Characters Symbols Theme Viz Teachers and parents! Our Teacher Edition on Lord of the Flies makes teaching easy. Everything you need for every book you read. "Sooo much more helpful than SparkNotes. The way the content is organized and presented is seamlessly smooth, innovative, and comprehensive."




	(PDF) Lord of the Flies Essay
The novel "Lord of the Flies" was written by William Golding prior to World War II. Ideally, the novel outlines a story of 12 boys who got stranded in uninhabited Island when their airplane crashed. This assignment focuses on symbolism that the author applies to reveal or bring out his message in the novel. The story involves several characters.




	PDF Lord of the Flies MLA formatted exemplar with annotations
The timeless classic Lord of the Flies endures as an example of literature revealing a. truth of human nature. Roger, and the way in which he evolves - or rather, devolves. - over the. course of his stay on the island otherwise devoid of people, supports the notion that man, in his most natural state, is cruel.




	Lord of the Flies Essays and Further Analysis
Ralph's authority is challenged by Jack, the former leader of the choirboys. Jack, with his red hair and wild blue eyes, eventually extends his power as leader of the hunters to force all the ...




	Lord of the Flies Essay Questions
Answer: The conch shell represents liberal democracy and order, as endorsed by Ralph and Piggy. The Lord of the Flies tends to represent an autocratic or a primitive order. Note the "exchange" of these objects at the novel's conclusion when the conch is smashed in Jack's camp and Ralph uses part of the Lord of the Flies as a weapon. 5.




	Lord of the Flies: Study Guide
Overview Lord of the Flies by British author William Golding was first published in 1954. Set against the backdrop of a deserted island during an unspecified wartime, the novel tells the gripping story of a group of boys stranded after their plane crashes.




	Lord of the Flies Themes
By leaving a group of English schoolboys to fend for themselves on a remote jungle island, Golding creates a kind of human nature laboratory in order to examine what happens when the constraints of civilization vanish and raw human nature takes over. In Lord of the Flies, Golding argues that… read analysis of Human Nature Civilization




	An Essay on Golding's Lord of the Flies: A Post-colonial Reading
Shubho Mohorot (2003) is about murder in a movie set, victim and murderer being film actors. Badiwali (1999) is about a village-shoot interface between an impoverished zamindar woman and a Kolkata film crew heady by a smooth-operator film-director. Obviously, directors are interested to investigate familiar worlds.




	PDF Lord of the Flies (SparkNotes)
Lord of the Flies, which tells the story of a group of English boys marooned on a tropical island after their plane is shot down during a war, is fiction. But the book's exploration of the idea of human evil is to some extent based on Golding's experience with the violence and savagery of human beings during World War II. In exploring the




	Essays on Lord of The Flies
1 The Significance of Lord of The Flies: Examining Human Nature and Society 1 page / 577 words Lord of the Flies by William Golding is a novel that has been studied by students and scholars alike for its intricate portrayal of human nature. The novel is set on a deserted island where a group of boys are left to fend for themselves...




	9th Grade English Curriculum
Lord of the Flies pp. 155 - 168. Analyze the language Golding uses to describe the fight between the tribes of Ralph and Jack, making inferences about the author's purpose. 24. Lord of the Flies pp. 169 - 182. Analyze Golding's development of Piggy as a character and his significance in the novel.




	PDF Lord of the Flies
During the course of the trimester, students will complete three formal writing tasks based on Lord of the Flies, The Girl Who Fell from the Sky, and The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven. The final drafts of these writing tasks will comprise 25% of your overall grade. Students will write in each of the three modes:




	PDF Lord of the Flies
The United Nations was set up after the war to try to ensure that a global conflict never happened again, but in 1954, when Lord of the Flies was published, the threat of a nuclear war was still very real. It was entirely plausible to the novel's original audience that an atom bomb really could destroy civilisation.




	(PDF) Lord of the Flies: A Reconsideration
Abstract. This paper reconsiders Lord of the Flies, written by William Golding, on its use of allegory. The novel was written in connection with incidents of the 20 th century and the novelist's ...




	Savagery and the "Beast" Theme in Lord of the Flies
The "beast" is a symbol Golding uses to represent the savage impulses lying deep within every human being.Civilization exists to suppress the beast. By keeping the natural human desire for power and violence to a minimum, civilization forces people to act responsibly and rationally, as boys like Piggy and Ralph do in Lord in the Flies.Savagery arises when civilization stops suppressing the ...




	Lord of The Flies Essay
Lord of the Flies Essay - Free download as Word Doc (.doc), PDF File (.pdf), Text File (.txt) or read online for free. The characters of Lord Of The Flies have different reactions to the situation the land in.




	English 10 Honors
Lord of the Flies: william_golding_biography___style.docx Download File new_ch3_lotf_passage_activity_02_11_2014_11_57_28_307.pdf Download File 10h_packet_2015.docx Download File 10h_study_guide.docx Download File lotf_ch.6_passages.pdf Download File lotf_ch8_passages.pdf Download File assessment_questions_-_end_of_book.docx Download File
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